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The  following,  from  a  lady  whofe  literary  and  political  charafier  iijujlly 
e/leemed,  accompanied  a  copy  of  this  ivork  for  the  Prefs. 

Meffieurs  Thomas  and  Andrews, 

PRIESTLEY,  Paine,  and  other  obfervers  on  Mr.  Burke's 
celebrated  Philippick,  have  been  read  with  avidity  in  America,  while  a 
pamphlet  of  equal  merit  has  efcaped  the  publick  eye.  It  has  happened 
to  fall  into  very  few  hands  on  this  fide  the  Atlantick,  therefore  a  repub- 
lication will  doubtlcfs  gratify  every  American,  who  has  not  lofl  fight  of 
thofe  principles  that  actuated,  and  the  perfeverance  that  effeded,  the  in- 
dependence of  America. 

The  celebrity  of  the  author  precludes  the  neceffty  of  an  introduction 
to  any  of  her  tvirks,  and  the  truths  contained  in  her  obfervations  might 
be  their  befl  recommendation,  even  though  Jhe  had  thought  proper  to 
prefix  her  name. 

A  people  who  have  recently  and  fever ely  fir uggled  for  the  fecurity  of 
their  rights,  cannot  be  inattentive  to  the  arguments  that  fupport  them, 
however  fome,  from  the  verfability  of  the  human  character,  and  the  in- 
/lability  of  man,  may  be  ready  to  relinquifh  them. 

JVloatever  convul/ions  may  yet  be  occafioned  by  the  revolution  in 
France,  it  ivill  doubtlefs  be  favourable  to  general  liberty,  and  Mr.  Burke 
may  undefignedty  be  an  in/l?  ument  of  its  pro?notion,  by  agitating  quefiions 
ivhich  have  for  a  time  lain  dormant  in  England,  and  have  been  almojl 
forgotten,  or  artfully  difguifed,  in  America. 

You  tuill  doubtlefs  be  pleafed,  without  further  comment  from  your  cor- 
refpondent,  zuith  an  opportunity  of  republijhing  the  obfervations  of  a  lady 
in  England,  who  has  added  in  a  letter  to  her  friend,  that  "  the  French 
Revolution  was  very  unpopular  in  England ;  that  it  is  difliked  by  gov- 
ern merit,  becaufe  it  would  neceffarily  check  the  encroachments  of  arbitra- 
ry power  ;  by  the  nobility  and  clergy,  from  motives  of  interefl ;  and 
by  the  great  body  of  the  people,  becavje  the  National  AJembly,  in  their 
reform,  had  not  made  the  Brit  if)  Co'ifiitution  the  model  of  their  own." 


OB  S  ERVATIONS, 
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MY    LORD, 

YOUR  lordfhip's  character  as  a  patriot,  a  philofopher,  and 
the  firm  friend  of  the  general  rights  of  man,  encourages  me 
to  prefent  to  you  the  following  Obfervations  on  Mr.  Burke's  fa- 
mous Reflexions  on  the  "Revolution  in  France.  They  claim  no 
popular  attention  for  the  ornaments  of  ftile  in  which  they  are  de- 
livered ;  they  can  attract  no  admiration  from  the  fafcinating 
charms  of  eloquence  ;  they  are  directed,  not  to  captivate,  but  to 
convince  ;  and  it  is  on  the  prefumption  that  your  lordfhip  attends 
more  to  the  fubjlancc  and  end  of  literary  compositions,  than  to  the 
art  of  their  arrangement,  which  induces  me  to  flatter  myfelf  with 
your  approbation. 

It  is  not  furprifing  that  an  event,  the  moft  important  to  the 
deareft  interefts  of  mankind,  the  moft  fingular  in  its  nature,  and 
the  moft  ajhnijhing  in  its  means,  fhould  not  only  have  attracted 
the  curiofity  of  all  civilized  nations,  but  that  it  fhould  have  en- 
gaged thepaffions  of  all  refading  men. 

Two  parties  are  already  formed  in  this  country,  who  behold 
the  French  Revolution  with  a  very  oppolite  temper  :  To  the  one, 
it  infpires  the  fentiment  of  exultation  and  rapture ;  and  to  the 
other,  indignation  zndJcom.  I  (hall  not  take  upon  me  to  confider 
what  are  the  fecret  paffions  which  have  given  birth  to  thefe  laft 
fentiments  ;  and  fhall  content  myfelf  with  obferving,  that  Mr. 
Burke  has  undertaken  to  be  the  oracle  of  this  laft  party.  The 
abilities  of  this  gentleman  have  been  fully  acknowledged  by  the 
impatience  with  which  the  publick  have  waited  for  his  obferva- 
tions ;  and  when  we  coiifider  that  he  has  been  in  a  manner  edu- 
cated in  the  great  fchool  of  Parliament,  that  he  has  aftifted  in  the 
publick  councils  of  the  Englifh  nation  for  the  greater  part  of  his 
life,  we  muft  fuppofe  him  fully  competent  to  the  tafk  he  has  un- 
dertaken, of  cenfuring  the  politicks  of  our  neighbour  kingdom, 
and  entering  into  an  exact  definition  of  thofe  native  rights  which 
equally  attach  themfelvcs  to  every  defcription  of  men. 

Is  there  a  rational  obfervation,  or  argument,  in  moral  exiftence, 
which  this  gentleman  (fo  highly  favoured  by  nature  and  circum- 
ftances  for  political  debate)  could  poflibly  have  pafl'ed  ever,  on  a 
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fubje&  in  which  he  appears  fo  greatly  interefted,  and  of  which  he 
has  taken  a  full  leifure  to  confider.  When  we  find  him  then 
obliged  to  fubftitute  a  warm  and  pajfwnate  declamation  to  a  cool  in- 
vejligation,  and  to  addrefs  the  pajjions  inftead  of  the  reafon  of  man- 
kind, we  (hall  be  induced  to  give  a  fuller  credit  to  our  judgment 
and  our  feelings,  in  the  view  we  have  taken  of  this  interefting 
object,  and  the  pleafure  it  has  given  us. 

Mr.  Burke  fets  out  with  throwing  a  great  deal  of  contemptu- 
ous cenfure  on  two  club  focieties  in  London,  for  a  very  harmlefs 
exertion  of  natural  and  conftitutional  liberty.  They  certainly 
had  a  right  to  compliment  the  French  National  Aflembly  on  a 
matter  of  domeftick  government,  and  to  exprefs  an  approbation 
of  their  conduct,  with  a  freedom  equal  to  that  which  Mr.  Burke 
has  taken  in  his  letter  to  exprefs  his  abhorrence.     , 

The  National  Aflembly  of  France  have  taken  no  fuch  fupercili- 
ousjlate  upon  them,  as  would  render  fuch  a  communication  of 
fentiment  ridiculous  or  prefumptuous.  As  the  patrons  of  equal 
liberty,  they  have  not  difdained  the  addrefles  of  the  mzanejl  indi- 
vidual ;  confequently  the  Revolution  Society  then  might  ration- 
ally expect  that  their  addrefles  would  have  met  with  a  civil  recep- 
tion, though  not  clothed  with  the  "  dignity  of  the  whole  repre- 
fentative  majefty  of  the  whole  Englifli  nation." 

But  Mr.  Burke  thinks  that  thefe  gentlemen  have  fo  ftrong  a 
predilection  in  favour  of  the  democratick  arrangements  which 
have  taken  place  in  P" ranee,  that  they  have  been  induced  to  with, 
if  not  to  indulge  an  hope,  that  fome  very  important  reformations 
may  in  the  procefs  of  time  alfo  take  place  in  this  country  ;  and 
thefe  harmlefs  operations  of  the  mind  in  zfetu  obfeure  individuals, 
(for  fuch  are  the  members  defcribed  who  compofe  the  offending 
clubs)  have  produced  in  Mr.  Burke,  apprehenfions  no  ways  con- 
fident with  the  high  opinion  he  has  formed  of  the  Englifh  con- 
ftitution,  or  of  the  Jlrong  attachment  which  he  fuppofes  all  that 
is  great  and  good  in  the  nation  have  to  it. 

Dr.  Price,  whofe  animated  love  for  mankind  and  the  fpreadof 
general  happinefs,  moved  him  to  exprefs  the  effufion  of  his  patri* 
otick  fentiment,  in  a  fermon  preached  the  4th  of  Nov.  1789,  at 
the  diflenting  meeting  houfe  in  the  Old  Jewry,  is  cenfured  by 
Mr.  Burke  in  fevere,  and  even  acrimonious  terms.  Among  other 
parts  of  the  very  offenfive  matter  with  which  he  charges  this  fer- 
mon, the  having  aflerted  that  the  King  of  Great  Britain  owes  his 
right  to  the  Crown  by  the  choice  of  the  people,  is  particularly  fele&ed, 
as  worthy  an  hiftorical  and  argumentative  confutation. 

The  liberty  that  was  taken  in  the  year  1688,  by  a  convention 
of  Lords  and  Commons,  todepofe  king  James  the  reigning  fov- 
ereign  from  the  throne,  and  to  veft  the  fovereignty  of  the  realm 
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in  his  daughter  Mary,  and  her  hufband  the  prince  of  Orange  ; 
and  afterwards  by  the  legislature,  to  pafs  an  act  to  fettle  the  fuc- 
ceflion in  queen  Anne  and  her  iflue,  and  in  default  of  thefe,  in 
the  heirs  of  king  William's  body,  and  in  default  of  thefe,  in  the 
houfe  of  Hanover,  (the  Proteftant  defcendants  of  the  houfe  of 
Stuart  in  the  female  line  j)  and  this  to  the  prejudice  not  only  of 
king  James,  but  of  his  ion,  who  had  been  acknowledged  as 
the  lawful  heir  of  his  throne  ;  and  alfo  to  the  prejudice  of  the 
houfe  of  Savoy,  who  by  lineal  defcent  were  the  next  in  regular 
fucceflion ;  are  indeed  facts,  which  might  warrant  a  plain  thinking 
?nan  in  the  opinion,  that  the  prefent  reigning  family  owe  their 
fucceflion  to  the  choice  or  aflent  of  the  people.  But,  in  Mr. 
Burke's  opinion,  thefe  fads  are  of  no  weight,  "  becaufe  the  whole 
family  of  the  Stuarts  were  not  entirely  left  out  of  the  fucceflion, 
and  a  native  of  England  advanced  to  the  throne  ;  and  becaufe  it 
was  declared  in  the  act  of  fucceflion,  that  the  Proteftant  line  drawn 
from  James  the  firft,  was  abfolutely  neceflary  for  the  fecurity  of 
the  realm." 

That  thofe  individuals  of  the  family  of  the  Stuarts,  who  had 
never  committed  any  offence  againft  the  peace  of  the  country, 
and  whofe  mode  of  faith  was  not  injurious  to  its  welfare,  mould 
not  be  fet  afide  in  favour  of  an  abfolute  ftranger  to  the  blood,  was 
certainly  a  jujl  meafure  j  and  it  was  certainly  wife  to  leave  as  few 
competitors  to  the  crown  as  poflible,  whether  on  grounds  found- 
ed injuftice,  or  in  mere  plaufibility.  But  there  was  a  reafon  ftill 
more  forcible  for  the  conduct  of  the  two  Houfes  of  Convention, 
and  afterwards  for  the  Parliament  in  their  constitutional  capacity ; 
and  the  reafon  is  this,  that  without  the  prince  of  Orange,  and  the 
ajji/lance  of  his  Dutch  army,  there  could  have  been  no  Revolution. 
For  the  Englifh  nation  at  large  was  fo  little  convinced  of  the  fe- 
vere  and  grave  necefftty  which  Mr.  Burke  talks  of,  that  the  people 
of  themfelves  would  never  have  been  roufed  to  have  depofed  king 
James  ;  and  they  regarded  all  his  innovations  with  fuch  a  confli- 
tutional  phlegm,  that  had  this  unfortunate  monarch  poflefTed  the 
qualities  of  firmnefs,  per  fever  ance,  or  patience,  he  muft  either  have 
been  killed  by  the  dark  means  of  ajfaffmation,  or  he  would  have 
continued  on  the  throne. 

That  the  friends  of  the  Revolution  knew  they  could  not  do 
without  the  afliftance  of  king  William,  is  plain,  by  their  laying 
afide  the  intention  of  vefting  Mary  fingly  with  the  fovereignty,  on 
his  declaring  that  if  this  event  took  place,  he  would  return  to 
Holland,  and  leave  them  to  themfelves. 

However  ftrongly  the  warm  friends  of  freedom  might  wifh 
that  this  abftra£t,  right  of  the  people,  of  choofing  their  own  magif- 
trates,  and  depofing  them  for  ill  conduct,  had  been  laid  open  to 
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the  publick  by  a -formal  declaration  of  fuch  a  right  in  the  a£ts  of 
fucceflion,  this  certainly  was  not  a  period  of  time  for  carrying 
thefe  vvifhes  into  execution.  The  whole  body  of  the  people  had 
fwal  lowed  deeply  of  the  pcifon  of  church  policy;  pajfwe  obedience, 
by  their  means,  hadfo  entirely  fupplanted  the  abjhafl  notion  of  the 
rights  of  men,  which  prevailed  in  the  opposition  to  Charles  the 
rlnt ;  and  fo  defirous  were  the  triumphant  party  to  prevent  the 
revival  of  fuch  a  principle,  by  which  their  interefts  had  been  af-. 
fected,  that  they  took  care  to  confound  the  only  juji  authority  they 
had  for  their  conduct,  in  as  great  a  mijl  of  words  and  terms  as  pojji- 
ble.  Befidas,  would  William,  who  was  the  loul  of  the  whole 
proceeding,  have  given  way  to  a  claim,  by  which,  in  the  plained 
terms,  he  was  bound  to  his  good  behaviour  ? 

Mr.  Hume  juftiy  fuppofes,  that  if  the  revolution  had  happened 
one  hundred  years  after  it  did,  it  would  have  been  materially  dif- 
ferent in  all  its  circumftances.  Inftead  of  thinking  with  Mr. 
Burke,  that  fuch  a  plain  declaration  of  the  rights  of  men  would 
have  tended  to  difturb  the  quiet  of  the  nation,  I  firmly  believe  that 
it  would  have  had  a  contrary  effect ;  for,  in  this  cafe,  thofe  endlefs 
difputes  between  the  Nonjurors,  Tories,  and  Whigs,  would  foon 
have  had  an  end.  For,  the  queftion  not  being  involved  in  that 
ohfcurity,  contradiclion,  and  abjurdity,  in  which  it  was  enveloped  by 
therevoluticnifts,  truth  and  reafon  would  have  refumed  their  fway  ; 
party  jarjon  would  have  been  exploded  ;  the  people  would  have 
given  a  cheerful  obedience  to  the  new  government ;  and  that 
dreadful  neccffity  by  which  Sir  Robert  Walpole  excufed  the  intro- 
ducing a  fettled  Jyflem  of  corruption  into  the  adminiftration,  would 
never  have  exilted. 

When  the  fucceflion  to  a  crown  in  one  family,  or  even  the  pof- 
feflion  of  private  property,  owes  its  origin  to  the  people,  moft 
undoubtedly  the  authority  from  whence  it  is  derived,  attaches  it- 
felf  to  the  gift  as  equally  in  every  individual  of  the  family  through 
the  whole  line  of  fucceflion,  as  in  the  firft  pofleflbr.  And  I  can 
hardly  believe,  that  there  was  one  enlightened  member  who  com- 
peted part  of  that  legiflative  body  who  fettled  the  fucceflion  to  the 
throne,  could  poflibly  think  that  body  poflefled  of  fuch  a  plenitude 
of  power,  as  thould  give  them  a  right,  not  only  to  fet  afide  the  regu- 
lations of  their  anccftors,  but  to  bind their  pojierity,  to  all  fucceeding 
generations,  in  the  permanent  chains  of  an  unalterable  law.  Should 
we  once  admit  of  a  power  fo  incompatible  with  the  conditions  of  hu- 
manity, and  only  referved  for  the  dictates  of  divine  wifdom,  we  have 
not,  in  thefe  enlightened  days,  improved  on  the  politicks  of  the 
fanatick  atheift  Hobbes  :  For  he  Juppojes  an  original  right  in  the 
people  to  choofe  their  governors  ;  but,  in  exerting  this  right,  the  citi- 
zen and  his  pofterity  for  ever  lofe  their  native  privileges,  and  be- 
come 


come  bound  through  the  whole  feries  of  generations  to  the  fervice 
of  a  matter's  will. 

We  will  now  take  into  confideration  the  nature  and  tendency  of 
the  two  different  compliments  which  have  been  paid  by  Dr.  Price 
and  Mr.  Burke  to  his  Majefty  and  his  fuccefiors.  Dr.  Price,  I 
think,  puts  their  right  to  government  on  the  moji  dignified,  and 
perhaps,  in  the  event  of  things,  on  the  rnojl  permanent  footing. 
But  Mr.  Burke  would  have  done  well  to  confider,  whether  fuch 
a  compliment  as  he  is  willing  to  pay  to  royalty  is  at  all  proper ■,  ei- 
ther for  the  fubjeet  to  make,  or  the  King  to  receive.  To  a  weak 
prince,  it  would  be  apt  to  cancel  in  his  mind  all  the  obligations 
which  he  owes  to  the  people ;  and,  by  flattering  him  in  a  vain 
conceit  of  a  mere  perfonal  right,  tempt  him  to  break  thofe  facred 
ties  which  ought  to  bind  and  direcl  his  government.  I  am  apt  to 
believe,  that  almoft  all  the  vices  of  royal  adminiftration  have  prin- 
cipally been  occafioned  by  a  jlavijh  adulation  in  the  language  of 
their  fubje&s  j  and,  to  the  Jhame  of  the  Englijh  people  it  muft  be 
fpoken,  that  none  of  the  enflaved  nations  in  the  world  addrefs  the 
throne  in  a  move  fulfome  and  hyperbolical  ftile  of  fubmiflive  flattery. 

To  a  wife  and  a  good  prince,  compliments  of  the  fame  com- 
plexion, made  and  recommended  by  Mr.  Burke,  would  be  offen- 
sive. He  would  confider  it  as  taking  away  the  noble  ft  and  fafejl 
title  by  which  he  poflefles  his  power  :  He  would  confider  it  as  ac- 
knowledging a  kind  of  latent  right  in  other  families ;  and  the 
liberality  of  his  fentiment  would  incline  him  to  triumph  in  the 
opinion,  that  he  was  called  to  government,  and  continued  in  it,  by 
the  choice  and  confidence  of  a  free  nation. 

Mr.  Burke  feems  to  adopt  prejudice,  opinion,  and  the  powers  of 
the  imagination,  as  the  fafejl  grounds  on  which  wife  and  good  ftatef- 
men  can  eftablifh  or  continue  the  happinefs  of  focieties.  Thefe 
have  always  been  imputed  by  philofophers  (a  tribe  of  men  whom 
indeed  Mr.  Burke  affects  much  to  defpife)  as  caufes  which  have 
produced  all  that  is  vicious  and  foolijh  in  man,  and  confequently 
have  been  the  fruitful  fource  of  human  mifiry. 

Mr.  Burke  has  certainly  a  fine  imagination  ;  but  I  would  not 
advife  either  him,  or  any  of  his  admirers,  to  give  too  much  way  to 
fuch  direction  ;  for  if  from  the  virtue  of  our  nature  it  does  not 
J  ?ad  us  into  crimes,  it  always  involves  us  in  error. 

The  being  put  into  a  fituation  clearly  to  underftand  and  to  obey 
the  principles  of  truth,  appears  to  be  the  bafis  of  our  happinefs  in 
this,  and  our  perfection  in  another  world  ;  and  the  more  truth  is, 
followed  and  purfued  in  this  dark  vale  of  human  ignorance  and 
mifery,  the  more  we  fhall  increafe  our  mundane  felicity,  zvxdjecure 
the  bleffings  of  a  future  exiftence.  Every  opinion  which  deviates 
from  truth,  muft  ever  be  a  treacherous  guide  ;  and  the  more  it  de- 
viates from  it,  it  becomes  the  more  dangerous. 

Though 


Though  a  falfe  opinion  of  the  rights  and  powers  of  citizens 
may  cnjlave  the  dudtile  mind  into  a  ftate  of  paflive  obedience,  and 
thus  fecure  the  peace  of  government  ;  yet  in  the  fame  degree  does 
it  inflate  the  pride  and  arrogance  of  princes,  until  all  confiderations 
of  reclitude  give  way  to  will,  the  barriers  of  perfonal  fecurity  are 
flung  down,  and  thence  arifes  that  tremendous  necejjity  which  muft 
be  followed  by  a  ftate  of  violence  and  anarchy,  which  Mr.  Burke 
fo  jujily  dreads.  That  this  is  the  cafe,  the  experience  of  all  foci- 
eties  of  men  who  acknowledge  a  power  in  their  princes  paramount 
to  all  refiftance,  fully  evinces.  Thefe  focieties  are  obliged  often 
to  have  recourfe  to  violence  and  maflacre ;  not  indeed  to  eftablifh 
any  popular  rights,  but  in  the  way  of  force,  to  wreck  their  ven- 
geance on  their  tyrants. 

As  to  the  right  of  cajhiering  or  defofing  monarchs  for  mifgov- 
ernment,  I  cannot  poffibly  agree  with  Mr.  Burke,  that  in  England 
itonlyexifted  in  that  Convention  of  the  two  Houfes  in  1688, 
which  exercifed  this  power  over  King  James  and  his  legal  fuc- 
ceflbrs.  But  I  am  clearly  of  opinion,  that  it  is  a  right  that  ought 
never  to  be  exercifed  by  a  people  who  are  fatisfied  with  their  form 
of  government,  and  have  fpirit  enough  to  correct  its  abufes  ;  and 
fo  far  from  condemning  the  French  nation  for  not  depofing  or  exe- 
cuting their  king,  even  though  the  Jlrongeji  preemptions  of  the 
moji  atrocious  guilt  fliould  have  appeared  againft  him,  I  think,  had 
they  elected  any  other  perfon  to  that  high  office,  they  would  have 
thrown  difficulties  in  the  way  of  their  liberty,  inftead  of  improv- 
ing it.  But  it  is  the  wifdom,  and  not  the  folly  of  the  National 
AfTembly,  which  gives  offence  to  their  enemies ;  and  forces  even  Mr. 
Burke  to  contradict,  in  this  inftance,  the  rule  which  he  has  laid 
down,  "  That  monarchs  mould  not  be  depofed  for  mifconduft, 
but  only  when  its  criminality  is  of  a  kind  to  render  their  govern- 
ment totally  incompatible  with  the  fafety  of  the  people." 

But  before  we  leave  the  fubjeft  of  Dr.  Price's  patriotick  effu- 
fions,  we  muft  take  notice  of  a  very  heavy  charge  laid  againft  him 
by  Mr.  Burke — no  lefs  than  that  of  propbaning  the  beautiful  and 
prophetick  ejaculation,  commonly  called,  Nunc  dimittis  !  made  on 
the  firft  proclamation  of  our  Saviour  in  the  Temple,  and  applying 
it,  "  with  an  inhuman  and  unnatural  rapture,  to  the  mod  horrid,  atro~ 
dons,  and  afflicling  fpeclacle,  that  perhaps  was  ever  exhibited  to  the 
pity  and  indignation  of  mankind."  That  Mr.  Burke's  imagina- 
tion was  greatly  affected  by  a  fcene,  which  he  defcribes  in  the 
higheft  glow  of  colouring,  t  can  well  believe  j  but  Dr.  Price,  who 
claffes  with  that  defcription  of  men  ftiled  by  Mr.  Burke  ab/lraSi 
philojophers,  has  been  ufed  to  carry  his  mind,  in  a  long  feries  of 
ideas,  to  the  conlequences  of  actions  which  arife  in  the  paffing 
fcene.     Dr.  Price  then,  with/a//  as  much  fympathy  in  him  as  even 
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Mr.  Burke  can  have,  might  not  be  grently  moved  with  the  morti- 
fications and  fufferings  of  a  very  few  perfons,  however  highly  dif- 
tinguifhed  for  the  fplendour  of  their  rank,  when  thofe  mortifica- 
tions Jed  the  way,  or  fecured  the  prefent  and  future  bappinefs  %f 
twenty  four  millions  of  people,  zuith  their  poflerity,  emancipated  by 
their  manly  exertions,  from  all  that  is  degrading  and  afflidting  to 
the  fenfible  mind  ;  and  let  into  the  immediate  bleffings  of  perfon- 
al  fecurity,  and  to  the  enjoyment  of  thofe  advantages  which  above 
all  others  muft  be  delightful  to  the  feelings  of  an  high  fpirited 
people. 

The  events  of  human  life,  when  properly  confidered,  are  but  a 
feries  of  benevolent  providences  :  Many  of  them,  though  very  im- 
portant in  their  confequences,  are  too  much  confounded  with  the 
common  tranfactions  of  men,  to  be  obferved  ;  but  whenever  the 
believer  thinks  he  perceives  the  omnipotent  will  more  immediately 
declaring  itfelf  in  favour  of  the  future  perfection  and  bappinefs  of 
the  moral  world,  he  is  naturally  led  into  the  fame  ecftacies  of  hope 
and  gratitude,  with  which  Simeon  was  tranfported  by  the  view  of 
the  infant  Mefliah.  Has  Mr.  Burke  never  heard  of  any  mille- 
nium,  but  that  fanciful  one  which  is  fuppofed  to  exift  in  the 
kingdom  of  the  faints  ?  If  this  fhould  be  the  cafe,  I  would  recom- 
mend to  him  to  read  Newton  on  the  Prophecies.  He  will  find  that 
this  mod  refpeitable  Bifhop,  ivho  was  no  ranter,  is  of  opinion, 
that  fome  paffages  in  the  Revelations  point  out  a  period  of.  time 
when  the  iron  fceptre  of  arbitrary  fway  (hall  be  broken  ;  when  righ- 
teoujnefs  fhall prevail  over  the  whole  earth,  and  a  correal  fyftem  of 
equity  take  place  in  the  conduit  of  man.  Every  providence, 
therefore,  by  which  any  infuperable  objeel  to  this  tranfeendent  bieff- 
ing  appears  to  be  taken  away,  muft  rationally  draw  forth  ejacula- 
tions of  gratitude  from  the  benevolent  Chriftian.  What  ideas  do 
more  naturally  affociate  in  the  human  mind,  than  thofe  of  the 
firft  appearance  of  the  infant  Jefus,  and  his  future  univerfal  reign 
in  the  hearts  of  his  people  ? 

But  Mr.  Burke  thinks,  that  there  was  at  leaft  a  great  impropri- 
ety in  exprefling  an  approbation  of  the  fpirited  conduct  of  the 
French  nation,  before  time  and  circumftances  had  manifefted  that 
the  freedom  they  had  gained,  had  been  ufed  with  wifdom  in  the 
forming  a  new  confdtution  of  government,  or  in  improving  the 
old  one.  "  When  I  fee,"  fays  Mr.  Burke,  "  the  fpirit  of  liberty 
in  action,  I  fee  a  ftrong  principle  at  work  ;  and  this  for  a  while  is 
all  I  can  poflibly  know  of  it.  The  wild  gas,  the  fixed  air,  is 
plainly  broke  loofe  ;  but  we  ought  to  fufpend  our  judgment  un- 
til the  firft  effervefcence  is  a  little  fubfided,  till  the  liquor  is  clear- 
ed, and  until  we  fee  fomething  deeper  than  the  agitation  of  a 
troubled  and  frothy  furface." 
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The  French  Revolution  was  attended  with  fomething  fo  new 
in  the  hiftory  of  human  affairs  ;  there  was  fomething  fofingular, 
fo  unique,  in  that  perfecl  unanimity  in  the  people  ;  in  that  firm 
fpirit  which  baffled  every  hope  in  the  interejled,  that  they  could  pof- 
fibly  divide  them  into  parties,  and  render  them  the  inftruments  of 
a  refubjection  to  their  old  bondage  ;  that  it  naturally  excited  the 
jurprije  and  the  admiration  of  all  men.  It  appeared  as  zfudden 
fpread  of  an  enlightened  fpirit,  which  promifed  to  aft  as  an  effectual 
and  permanent  barrier  to  the  inlet  of  thofe  ufurpations  which 
from  the  very  beginning  of  focial  life  the  crafty  have  impofed  on 
ignorance. 

Triis  was  a  triumph  oifufficient  importance  to  call  forth  the  ex- 
ultation of  individuals,  and  the  approbation  of  focieties.  But 
the  two  clubs  who  have  the  misfortune  to  fall  under  Mr.  Burke's 
fevere  cenfure,  did  not  teftify  a  formal  approbation  of  the  conduct 
of  their  neighbours,  till  the  deputies  they  had  chofen  for  the 
tranfaclion  of  their  affairs,  had  manifested  a  virtue  equal  to  fo  high 
a  truft  ;  for  no  fooner  was  the  power  of  the  court  Jufficiently  fub- 
dued  to  enable  them  to  a£t  with  freedom  and  effeel,  than  they  gave 
an  example  of  difinterefled  magnanimity,  that  has  no  parallel  in  the 
conduct  of  any  preceding  affembly  of  men,  and  which  was  never 
JurpaJJ'ed  by  any  individual.  That  memorable  day  in  which  the 
members  of  the  National  Affembly,  with  a  virtuous  entkufiafm, 
vied  with  each  other  in  the  alacrity  with  which  they  furrendered 
to  the  people  all  their  feudal  privileges,  will  for  ever  ftand  in  the 
records  of  time  as  a  monument  of  their  fngular  greatnefs.  Such 
an  inftance  of  human  virtue  was  furely  a  proper  fubjetl  ofapplaufe 
and  congratulation. 

Men  who  have  fuffered  in  their  perfonal  interefts  by  the  new 
order  of  things  in  France,  muft  naturally  be  inclined  to  exagger- 
ate every  blemiih  which  appears  in  the  conduct  of  a  multitude, 
by  whofe  fpirit  they  have  been  deprived  of  many  fond  privileges. 
Their  petulant  obfervations,  whilft  their  minds  are  heated  by  im- 
aginary wrongs  and  injuries,  is  excufable  ;  becaufe  it  is  a  weaknefs 
almoft  infeparable  from  human  frailty.  It  would,  however,  have 
become  Englijhrnen,  from  whom  might  have  been  expected  a  more 
fympathiftng  indulgence  towards  the  friends  and  promoters  of  liberty, 
to  have  been  more  candid  in  their  cenfures  ;  but  in  no  part  of 
Europe  perhaps,  have  the  evils  which  muft  necefjarily  attend  all 
Revolutions,  and  efpecially  a  Revolution  fo  complete  and  compre- 
henfive  as  that  which  has  taken  place  in  France,  been  more  exagger- 
ated, and  more  affecledly  lamently. 

Had  this  great  work  been  elFecled  without  the  fhedding  one 
drop  of  innocent  or  even  guilty  blood,  without  doubt  it  would  have 
better  pieafed  the  generous  and  benevolent  mind.     But,  was  it  pojfi- 
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ble  that  fuch  a  pleafing  circumftance  could  ever  have  had  an  exig- 
ence ?  If  we  take  into  consideration  that  animofity  which  fubfifted 
between  the  arijlocratijls  and  dernocrattfts  on  the  eve  of  the  Revo- 
lution, an  animofity  which  was  greatly  heightened  by  the  impru- 
dent infults  which  the  Tier  Etat  had  received  from  the  firlt  men- 
tioned body,  we  (hall  rather  wonder  at  the  ?noderation  with  which 
the  people  ufed  their  complete  victory,  than  lament  their  cruelty. 
After  the  fuccefsful  ftorming  the  king's  camp,  and  the  flight  or 
defertion  of  his  Janizaries,  inftead  of  that  order  and  voluntary  fub- 
jeclion  to  difcipline  which  appeared  in  an  armed  mob,  and  which 
prevented  all  infringement  on  the  rights  of  property,  had  the  fub- 
dued  party  been  delivered  over  to  the  outrage  and  the  pillage  of 
the  rabble,  the  horrid  fcene  might  have  been  parallelled  by  exam- 
ples drawn  from  the  guilty  violence  of  civilized  nations,  without 
calling  our  attention  to  Thehan  and  Thracian  orgies,  or  a  proceffion 
of  American  favages  entering  into  Onondaga.  I  do  not  indeed 
exactly  know  how  much  blood  has  been  fpilled  in  France,  or  how 
many  individuals  have  fallen  a  facrifice  in  the  publick  commo- 
tions ;  but  by  all  the  general  accounts  which  have  been  tranfmit- 
ted  to  us,  thehiftory  of  monarchies  will  point  out  as  many  fuffer- 
ers  who  have  fallen  in  one  hoar  to  the  rage  and  outrageous  pride  of 
kingly  defpots. 

The  punifhment  of  the  lamp  poft,  it  muft  be  owned,  ftrikes 
terror  to  the  mind,  and  calls  forth  an  immediate  effufion  of  fym- 
pathy  to  the  fufferer.  But  when  candid  refleclion  fuperfedes  the 
firjl  emotions  of  human  tendernefs,  this  truth  will  force  itfelf  on 
our  consideration,  that  a  people  who  had  been  ufed  to  Rich  barba- 
rous fpectacles  as  that  of  beholding  wretches,  whofe  dejiitute  pov- 
erty had  in  a  manner  compelled  to  the  forlorn  courfe  of  highway 
robbery,  broken  on  a  wheel,  and  lingering  out  the  laft  hours  of 
life  under  the  agonizing  Strokes  of  a  ftern  executioner,  would  nat- 
urally regard  hanging  as  a  mild  punifhment  on  men  whom  they 
confidered  as  the  word  of  criminals.  Let  us  rejoice,  then,  that 
fuch  dreadful  legal  executions,  which  mull  from  their  nature  tend 
to  barbarife  men,  are  happily  put  an  end  to  by  the  Revolution. 

But  Mr.  Burke  is  now  come  to  a  fcene  which  is  calculated  to 
draw  forth  all  the  energies  of  his  imagination,  and  which  confe- 
quently  he  defcribes  with  the  highejl  poffible  colouring.  This  is 
no  other  than  the  6th  of  October,  1789,  when  the  king  and  queen 
were  led  in  triumph  to  Paris.  I  very  much  honour  the  king  of 
France  for  that  eafe  of  temper  which  has  enabled  him  to  go 
through  all  his  perfonal  mortifications  with  a  tnanly  dignity  ;  but  it 
muft  be  confefied  that  he  brought  them  on  himfelf,  by  a  conduct, 
which,  to  fay  the  bed  of  it,  was  altogether  imprudent. 
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The  fiift  involuntary  vifit  which  he  made  to  the  capita],  was  - 
absolutely  necelTary,  to  appeafe  the  fears  and  the  rejentment  which 
had  been  raifed  by  his  ineffectual  attempt  to  awe  the  deliberations 
and  the  refolutions  of  the  National  Affembly  by  an  armed  force. 
In  the  fecond,  he  was  carried  to  Paris  to  prevent  the  execution  of 
a  defign  formed  by  the  court  cabal,  which,  had  it  fucceeded,  might 
have  deluged  the  nation  in  blood,  andTurnifhed  the  fuel  of  civil 
difcord  for  years. 

The  Parisians  (hewed  no  intention,  or  even  defire,  to  deprive  in 
any  refpecl  their  king  of  his  perfonai  liberty  ;  till,  by  a  very  fufpi- 
cious  conduit,  he  appeared  to  have  manifefted  a  defign  to  corrupt 
the  fidelity  of  his  guards  to  their  new  government,  and  to  fet  up 
the  ftandard  of  arms  in  that  quarter  of  the  kingdom  where  the 
friends  of  defpotifm  from  every  part  of  Europe  might  repair  with 
fafety.  The  great  and  imabating  rage  and  indignation  which  the 
enemies  to  the  new  conftitution  have  (hewn  for  what  they  term 
the  captivity  of  the  king,  plainly  evinces  the  necejjity  that  urged 
the  meafure. 

Having  endeavoured  to  (hew  the  futility  of  Mr.  Burke's  obfer- 
vations  and  cenfures  on  the  Revolution  and  Conftitutional  Socie- 
ties ;  and  likewife,  that  his  fevere  pointed  reflections  on  the  con- 
duct of  the  French  nation,  for  having,  as  he  fays,  committed  on 
the  vanquished  party  the  moil  unexampled  acts  of  atrocious  vio- 
lence, are  not  founded  either  in  truth  or  reafon  ;  I  (hall  proceed  with 
my  critical  reflections  on  the  animadverfions  of  my  author,  who 
goes  on  in  a  very  free  manner  to  cenfure  every  part  of  the  French 
conftitution,  to  draw  a  comparifon  between  the  Britilh  and  the 
Gallic  governments  as  they  now  exift,  and  to  eftablifh,  in  the  way 
of  reafoning,  a  fuperioiity  in  favour  of  the  government  of  his  own 
country. 

To  fhew  that  the  National  Affembly  have  committed  a  very 
grofs  and  ruinous  error,  in  the  building  a  new  ftructure,  inftead  of 
improving  an  old  one  ;  Mr.  Burke  cites,  in  a  triumphant  manner, 
the  conduct  of  the  Englifh  nation.  Our  oldeft  reformation,  he 
obferves,  is  that  of  Magna  Cbarta.  "  You  will  fee,  fays  he,  ad- 
drefling  his  correfpondent,  that  Sir  Edward  Coke,  thar  great  oracle 
of  our  law,  and  indeed  all  the  great  men  who  follow  him  to 
Blackftone,  are  induftrious  to  prove  the  pedigree  of  our  liberties. 
They  endeavour  to  prove,  that  the  ancient  Charta,  the  Magna 
Charta  of  king  John,  was  connected  with  another  pofitive  Charta 
from  Henry  the  firft,  and  that  both  the  one  and  the  other  were 
nothing  more  than  a  reafnrmance  of  the  ftill  more  ancient  (landing 
law  of  the  kingdom."  "  In  the  famous  law  of  the  third  of 
Charles  the  firft,  called  the  Petition  of  Right,  the  Parliament  fays 
to  the  king — Your  fubjecis  have  inherited  this  freedom  (claiming 
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their  franchifes)  not  on  abftracT:  principles  as  the  rights  of  men, 
but  as  the  rights  of  Englifhmen,  and  as  a  patrimony  derived  from 
their  forefathers." 

This  language  of  the  parliament,-  when  pleading  for  the  free- 
dom of  their  countrymen  at  the  tribunal  of  a  prince's  throne,  who 
was  as  little  inclined  to  admit,  and  whofe  prejudices  enabled  him  as 
little  to  underjland  the  only  reafonable  grounds  of  the  argument  as 
any  defpot  who  ever  fwayed  an  eaftern  fceptre,  was  well  adapted  to 
the  character  of  the  prince,  and  the  ignorance  of  the  multitude. 
But  had  the  circumjlances  of  Charles  enabled  him  to  [peak  and  to 
enforce  the  fentiments  of  his  mind,  he  would  undoubtedly  have 
made  the  following  reply  :  You  tell  me  upon  your  own  authority, 
and  the  authority  of  your  lawyers,  that  what  you  plead  fo  ftrenu- 
oufly  for,  is  a  patrimony  derived  from  your  forefathers,  and 
grounded  on  the  ancient  law  of  the  land.  Be  it  fo — Was  not 
this  ancient  law  fuperfeded  by  the  authority  of  arms,  and  the  entire 
fubmiflion  of  the  people  to  the  Norman  code  eftablifhed  by  Will- 
iam the  Conqueror  ?  Magna  Charta,  then,  and  the  other  charters, 
muft  either  have  been  extorted  from  the  imbecility  of  the  princes 
who  granted  them,  or  they  muft  have  iflued  from  the  voluntary 
donations  of  monarch s ;  in  either  cafe,  they  only  ftand  on  a  refuma- 
ble  right. 

What  the  parliament  could  have  anfwered  to  this  plea,  I  know 
not,  without  calling  in  the  aid  of  an  abflracl  right  ;  which  they 
endeavoured  to  keep  out  of  the  view  of  the  king,  with  as  much 
care  as  Mr.  Burke  endeavours  to  keep  it  out  of  the  view  of  all  men. 
But  certain  it  is,  that  the  king,  though  he  did  not  explicitly  de- 
clare with  all  their  force  the  above  mentioned  fentiments,  yet  he 
acled  agreeable  to  their  tenor  the  moment  he  got  rid  of  this  trou- 
blefome  aflembly  :  For,  confidering  the  articles  of  the  petition  of 
right  as  a  gift  depending  on  his  pleasure  to  fulfil  or  to  refume,  he  broke 
them  whenever  they  thwarted  his  fyftem  of  administration,  and 
imprifoncd  thofe  who  on  the  ftrength  of  this  ftatute  withftood  his 
authority. 

I  have  myfelf  always  confidered  the  boafted  birthright  of  an 
Englishman,  as  an  arrogant  pretenfion,  built  on  a  beggarly  founda- 
tion. It  is  an  arrogant  pretenfion,  becaufe  it  intimates  a  kind  of 
exclufion  to  the  reft  of  mankind  from  the  fame  privileges  ;  and  it 
is  beggarly,  becaufe  it  refts  our  legitimate  freedom  on  the  alms  of 
our  princes. 

I  muft  own  I  was  fomewhat  furprifed  to  find  a  gentleman  of 
polifhed  manners,  who  has  fpent  the  beft  part  of  his  life  in  the 
company  of  thofe  who  affecl  the  niceft  conformity  to  the  rules  of 
a  refined  civility,  addrefling  the  auguft  reprefentatives  of  the  moft 
gallant  and  refpeflable  of  the  European  nations,  in  terms  which  I 
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(hould  not  ufe  to  a  fet  of  chimney  fweepers,  though  acting  the 
mod  ridiculoufly  out  of  their  fphere.  Neither  do  I  choofe  to  re- 
peat all  thofe  expreflions  of  ineffable  contempt,  which  the  ftrong 
glow  of  Mr.  Burke's  imagination  has  fcattered  through  the  whole 
of  his  reprehenfions. 

It  is  not  my  intention  to  make  any  formal  comparifon  between 
the  new  conftitution  of  France,  and  the  prefent  exifting  constitu- 
tion of  England  ;  or  to  prefume  to  cenlure  a  government,  from 
■which  an  induftrious  people  receive  protection,  and  with  which 
the  large  majority  of  the  nation  are  entirely  fatisfied.  Yet  it  may 
not  be  inexpedient  to  obferve,  that  we  cannot  with  any  grounds 
of  reafon  or  propriety,  fet  up  our  own  conftitution  as  the  model 
which  all  other  nations  ought  implicitly  to  follow,  unlefs  we  are 
certain  that  it  beftows  the  greatejl  poflible  happinefs  on  the  people 
which  in  the  nature  of  things  any  government  can  beftow.  We 
ought  to  be  certain,  that  this  model  will  bear  the  mod  nice  and 
critical  examination.  It  ought  to  be  void  of  any  of  thofe  obvious, 
or  more  concealed  caufes,  which  produce  prefent  evils,  and  carry 
the  mind  to  apprehenfions  of  future  mi/chiefs.  We  ought  not  at 
leaft  to  have  had  a  national  debt,  fwelled  to  a  magnitude  which  ter- 
rifies even  the  mojl  fanguine  for  its  confequences.  Our  parliaments 
ought  to  have  been  eminently  diftinguifhed  for  their  integrity,  and 
a  total  independence  of  any  corrupt  influence  ;  and  no  neceffity  ought 
to  have  exifled  in  our  affairs,  which  have  obliged  us  to  endure  impojls 
which  our  anceftors  would  have  rcjefted  with  horror,  and  refi/led. 
If  an  Englifhman  fees  any  thing  which  is  amifs  in  his  own  gov- 
ernment, he  ought  not  undoubtedly  to  look  forward  to  any  other 
remedy  than  thofe  which  the  lenient  hand  of  reformation  wrll 
fupply.  But  when  the  old  vefTel  of  a  commonwealth  is  torn  to 
pieces  by  xh&fhoeks  it  has  fuftained  from  contending  parties  ;  when 
the  people,  difdaining  and  rejecting  all  thofe  fond  opinions  by 
which  they  have  been  enflaved  to  mifery,  affert  their  native  right  of 
forming  a  government  for  themfelves  ;  furely  in  fuch  a  cafe  the 
builders  are  bound  by  no  law  of  duty  or  reafon  to  make  ufe  of 
thefe  old  materials  in  the  ftrutfure  of  their  new  conftitution, 
which  they  fuppofe  to  have  been  of  an  injurious  tendency.  The 
leaders  of  the  French  Revolution,  and  their  followers,  fee  none  of 
thofe Jlriking  beauties  in  the  old  laws  and  rules  of  the  Gothick  in- 
ihtutions  of  Europe,  which  Mr.  Burke  does.  They  do  not  pro- 
fefs  to  have  any  of  the  fpirit  of  antiquarians  among  them  ;  and 
they  have  not  perceived,  in  the  experience  of  old  or  ancient  times, 
a  perfeel  harmony  arifing  from  oppofition  of  interefts  ;  nor  can  they 
under/land  how  fuch  a  combination  can  be  formed  as  mail  produce 
it.  In  fuch  a  view  of  things,  they  have  chofen  a  fimple  rule  for 
the  model  of  their  new  ftruclure,  yet  regulated  with  all  that  art  and 
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dejign  which  the  experience  of  ages  affords  to  the  wlfdom  of  man. 
They  are  accufed  of  having  entirely  difmifled  that  ufeful  guide 
experience  from  their  councils,  but  they  think  they  have  made  the 
bejl  ufe  of  it  ;  whether  this  opinion  or  theirs  is  founded  in  truth, 
time,  and  the  future  hiftory  of  man,  muft  evince. 

Mr.  Burke,  reafoning  from  what  I  regard  as  a  groundlefs  fup- 
pofition,  very  pathetically  laments,  and  very  feverely  reprehends 
the  conduct  of  thofe,  who,  holding  out  falfe  and  treacherous  lures 
to  the  king,  led  him  into  eonceflions  fatal  to  his  perfonal  power, 
and  the  conftitution  of  the  monarchy.  That  the  parliaments  of 
France  never  intended  to  make  any  alteration  in  the  old  govern- 
ment, I  am  thoroughly  perfuaded  ;  and  I  am  equally  perfuaded, 
that  they  fondly  imagined  the  people  would  freely  give  their  money 
for  the  redrefs  of  fomeof  the  moft  heavy  of  the  grievances  under 
which  they  laboured.  They  knew,  by  the  experience  of  paft 
times,  that  in  voting  by  orders,  the  people  had  never  gained  any 
/olid  advantage  from  an  afTembly  of  the  States  General.  Neither 
the  court,  nor  the  parliament  of  Paris,  who  made  the  king  fo 
many  fplendid  promifes,  were  aware  of  the  confequences  which 
muft  arife  from  the  general  fpread  of  knowledge  among  the  peo- 
ple ;  and  in  the  event  of  things,  they  were  both  difappointed  of 
their  purpofes  ;  for  the  Tier  Etat,  reflecting  on  the  old  practices 
which  the  croivn,  the  clergy,  and  the  nobility  had  ufed  againft  them, 
were  determined  to  throw  the  whole  weight  of  their  natural  fcale 
into  the  balance,  and  to  redrefs  their  own  grievances,  without 
waiting  the  effect  of  humble  petitions  and  difcordant  councils. 
That  neither  the  king,  nor  the  parliaments  of  France,  could  long 
have  prevented  the  full  exertion  of  this  power,  (had  they  forefeen 
all  the  confequences  which  did  arife  from  fuffering  the  meeting  of 
the  States  General,)  is  to  me  very  plain.  A  regeneration  of  trie 
conftitution  would  have  been  equally  effected  j  but  it  would  have 
been  attended  with  a  tremendous  difference  in  its  eircumftances. 
It  would  have  been  ulhered  in  by  a  general  bankruptcy,  and  the 
wafte  of  civil  blood.  "  Our  enemies,"  fays  a  popular  Leader  in 
the  National  Anembly,  "  may,  by  their  machinations,  make  us 
buy  our  liberties  dear,  but  they  cannot  deprive  us  of  them." 
K  This  breach  of  confidence,"  as  Mr.  Burke  terms  it,  "  to  art 
eafy  and  condefcending  king,  will  have  a  dreadful  effect  on  the 
interefts  of  mankind,  by  fanctifying  the  dark  fufpicious  maxims  of 
tyrannous  diftruft  ;  and  will  teach  kings  to  tremble  at  what  will 
be  called  the  delufive  plaufibilities  of  moral  politicians."  Be  this  as 
it  may,  the  people  of  France  had  certainly  a  right  to  provide  for 
their  own  fecurity  and  welfare  on  thofe  principles  which  they 
thought  the  moft  conducive  to  this  great  end,  and  to  leave  it  to 
the  wifdom  of  other  nations  to  make  fuitable  provifion  for  theirs. 
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It  behoves  them,  however,  to  be  careful  to  cherijh  zndprefcrve  the 
liberty  they  have  fo  nobly  gained  ;  to  fuffer  no  intemperate  fpirit 
to  produce  that  licentioufnefs  which  muft  bring  anarchy  in  its 
train  ;  nor  to  indulge  a  capricious  impatience,  by  which  their  ene- 
mies, in  working  on  their  pailions  and  mifguiding  their  reafon,  may 
reduce  them  to  their  old  ftate  of  bondage  ;  in  which  cafe  it  is 
certain^  power  will  reap  many  advantages  from  paft  tranfactions, 
by  which  it  will  be  enabled  to  tie  faji  thofe  fetters  the  giddy  peo- 
ple will  fo  well  deferve. 

Though  I  have  hitherto  fpared  my  readers  a  detail  of  all  the 
fevere  invectives  which  Mr.  Burke  has  ufed  againft  the  leading 
members  who  compofe  the  National  Affembly  ;  yet,  for  the  fake 
of  thofe  principles  of  moral  reclitude  which  the  torrent  of  his  elo- 
quence appears  to  baffle  and  confound,  it  will  be  neceflary  to  notice 
his  obfervations  on  the  charadter  and  conduft  of  the  nobles  who 
have  taken  the  lead  in  the  French  revolution,  and  who  yet  con- 
tinue to  fupport  it.  He  accufes  them  with  having  aflifted  in  the 
fpoil  and  humiliation  of  their  own  order,  to  pofiefs  a  fure  fund  for 
their  new  followers.  "  To  be  attached  to  the  fubdivifion,  to 
love  the  little  platoon  we  belong  to  in  fociety  (fays  Mr.  Burke)  is 
the  firft  principle,  the  germ  as  it  were,  of  publick  affections  :  It  is 
the  firft  link  in  the  feries  by  which  we  proceed  towards  a  love  of 
our  county  and  mankind." 

What  fplendid  emoluments  and  what  grand  objecls  of  perfonal 
ambition  thofe  noblemen  could  have  in  view,  who,  whilft  they 
generoujly  facrificed  thofe  privileges  which  are  the  moft  fondly  cov- 
eted by  human  vanity,  (hut  out  their  entrance  to  the  publick  of- 
fices of  the  ftate,  by  refolutions  which  rendered  fuch  promotions 
incompatible  with  their  legiflative  truft,  I  know  not ;  but  I  hope 
we  (hall  not  be  fo  much  blinded  with  the  fplendour  of  dazzling 
images,  as  to  confound  thofe  narrow  affeclions  which  bind  fmalr 
bodies  together  by  the  mutual  ties  of  perfonal  intereft,  to  that  lib- 
eral benevolence,  which,  difdaining  the  consideration  of  every  felfifh 
good,  cheerfully  facrifices  a  perfonal  interejl  to  the  welfare  of  the 
community. 

Of  the  lift  of  individuals  whom  Mr.  Burke  felecls  as  examples 
of  true  glory,  and  as  benefaftors  rather  than  deftroyers  of  their 
country,  fome  of  them  ought  to  have  been  for  ever  ftampt  with 
infamy,  as  the  pe/lr  and  tyrants  of  their  fpecies ;  and  they  are  all  of 
them  of  doubtful  fame,  as  to  any  honour  derived  to  their  country 
by  their  ambitious  projects,  unlefs  a  nation  of  (laves  can  receive  glory 
from  a  capacity  of  becoming  the  fcourge  of  other  focieties. 

Richlieu  was  the  grand  inftrument  by  which  the  court  of 
France,  in  the  reign  of  Louis  the  fourteenth,  was  enabled  to  maf- 
facre  the  greater  part  of  the  French  Hugonots,  and  to  drive  the 

remainder 


21 

remainder  out  of  the  kingdom.  Cromwell,  indeed,  who  depriv- 
ed his  fovereign  of  life,  merely  to  ufurp  his  power ,  has,  with  many 
people,  paid  the  debt  of  his  crimes,  by  having,  through  the  gen- 
eral deteStation  which  men  conceived  of  his  treachery  and  tyranny* 
rendered  the  Revolution  and  the  Revolutioai'us  odicus,  and  thus 
paved  the  way  for  the  restoration  of  the  old  government. 

In  the  next  argument  prefentod  to  our  attention,  Mr.  Burke 
has  very  Strongly  entrenched  himfelf  in  the  holds  of  the  Britifh. 
constitution  ;  and  we  will  not  attempt  to  purfue  him  into  his  for- 
trefs  :  For  though  a  natural  vanity  might  flatter  us  with  a  delujive 
hope  of  victory,  arising  from  the  fubtle  objections  which  may  be 
Urged  to  every  political  proportion  ;  yet  the  victory  would  coft  too 
dear,  if  it  fubjecled  us  to  the  reproach  of  any  deiign  againtt,  the 
peace  and  quiet  of  the  community.  But  it  will  not,  I  think,  be 
deviating  from  the  higheft  point  of  decency  and  prudence,  to 
make  our  objections  to  his  general  afTertions.  His  proposition, 
"  that  it  is  the  great  maSTes  of  property  which  form  a  natural  ram- 
part about  the  lefTer  properties  in  all  their  gradations,''  is  not  in 
our  opinion  founded  in  truth  ;  for  every  citizen  who  poSTeSIes  e- 
Ver  fo  fmall  a  Share  of  property,  is  equally  as  tenacious  of  it  as  rae 
moft  opulent  member  of  foclety  ;  and  this  leads  him  to  refpecl  and 
to  fupport  all  the  laws  by  which  property  is  pro:e£ted.  It  is  his 
fenfe  of  perfonal  intereft,  which  running  through  every  rank  in 
fociety,  and  attaching  itfelf  to  every  one  of  its  members  who  are 
not  in  the  condition  of  a  pauper,  forms  an  impenetrable  barrier 
to  the  fecurity  of  wealth  ;  for  otherwife,  as  the  numbers  of  die 
opulent  muft  be  very  fmall  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  thofe 
who  form  the  great  mafs  of  the  people,  envy  would  operate  fo  fuc- 
cefsfully  againft  them  as  to  deflroy  the  force  of  artificial  fupports. 

When  the  constitution  of  France  is  compleatly  fettled,  and  the 
commonwealth  refts  upon  its  bafis,  this  difpofition  of  the  human 
mind  which  operates  fo  powerfully  for  the  preservation  of  peace 
and  order,  will,  as  on  former  occasions,  regain  its  natural  force. 
For  the  operations  of  power  on  the  property  of  the  citizen,  is  not 
an  unexempled  event  in  the  hiftories  of  civil  focieties. 

The  manner  in  which  the  National  ASTembly  of  France  have 
endeavoured  to  fecure  and  to  defend  the  liberty  of  the  different 
towns  and  provinces  which  compofe  that  vaft  empire,  come  next 
under  Mr.  Burke's  fevere  criticifm.  But  irt  his  endeavour  to 
bring  men  over  to  his  fentiments  On  this  fubject,  he  is  obliged  to 
have  recourfe  to  all  thofe  unfair  means  which  perfons  of  genius 
think  themfelves  entitled  to  ufe  in  the  courfe  of  their  argument  ; 
for  what,  indeed,  but  the  delufive  power  of  a  Subtle  fophiftry,  can 
produce  an  apparent  cor.cord  between  propositions  the  moft  oppof.te 
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in  their  nature  ?  and  what  but  an  appeal  to  the  pafilons  of  the 
reader,  can  prevent  his  affent  to  the  moft  obvious  truths  ? 

The  National  Aflembly  of  France  are  at  one  time  accufed  by 
Mr.  Burke  of  a  fcheme  for  perpetuating  their  power,  at  the  expenfe 
of  the  rights  of  election  ;  at  another,  of  acting  weakly  and  meanly 
in  the  having  limited  their  fitting  to  Xhtjhortfpace  of  two  years.  In 
one  view  of  things,  they  are  accufed  of  drawing  to  themfelves, 
and  to  the  city  of  Parts,  an  exorbitance  of  paver,  which^  if  not  re- 
filled, mud  end  in  the  total  fubjection  of  the  provinces,  whofe  nat- 
ural productions  and  acquired  wealth  are  to  be  exhaufted  to  pam- 
per the  luxury  and  gratify  the  avarice  of  the  capital.  In  another, 
their  politicks  are  arraigned,  for  having  left  no  leading  controling 
poiver  in  the  empire,  oCfufftcient  energy  to  fupport  a  neceflary  fub- 
ordination  of  its  parts.  Such  palpable  contradictions,  fuch  little  arts. 
of  mifreprefentation  we  have  feen  daily  thrown  out  in  the  publick 
papers  by  thi  hojlile  faction,  who  naturally  endeavour  to  miflead 
the  people  into  a  diftrujl  of  their  deputies,  becaufe  they  have  guard- 
ed their  liberties  with  too  nice  and  too  jealous  a  care.  But  we 
did  not  expect  to  fee  them  collected  together  and  fet  off  with  all 
the  powers  of  literary  compofition,  by  one  of  the  greateft  orators 
of  the  age  ;  and  this  in  a  work  which  the  author  holds  out  as  an 
exacl  Jlandard,  by  which  the  limits  of  power  and  of  freedom  are 
from  henceforth  to  receive  their  bounds.  Neither  did  we  expect  to 
find  that  the  humane  writer  would  ha_ve  fo  far  entered  into  the 
paflions  of  th<*  difcontented  party,  as  to  envy  the  people  of  Paris 
that  bread  which  is  fo  neceflary  for  their  fubfiftence,  and  which  can- 
not be  otherwife  fupplied  but  by  the  produce  of  the  provinces. 

We  were  alfo  greatly  furprized  to  find  Mr.  Burke  entering  into 
fuch  contradictions,  as  at  one  time  to  reprefent  the  excellencies  of 
the  Englifh  conftitution  as  obvious  to  every  obferver,  and  fo  fenfi- 
bly  felt  by  its  fubjects  as  unanimoufly  to  bi«d  their  affections  to  its 
principles,  its  rules,  and  its  dictates  ;  to  the  exception  only  of  a 
few  idle,  infignificani;  fpeculative  individuals  :  And  at  another,  trem- 
bling left  if  the  queftion  of  the  abftract  rights  of  men  were  brought 
before  the  eyes  of  the  people,  the  moft  dreadful  confahons  mightfol- 
low,  and  be  attended  with  the  utter  downfall  of  every  order  in  the 
church  and  ftate,  of  every  exclufive  privilege  exifting  in  its  bodies 
corporate,  and  with  the  general  pillage  of  the  rich. 

iiuch  rcprefentations  are  certainly  well  adapted  to  roufe  u:e  fel- 
fifh  paflions  of  the  timid  mind,  and  may  ferve  the  prefent  purpofe 
of  tli£  hour  ;  but  they  will  not  ftand  the  more  candid  and  cool  de- 
ciiions  which  attend  on  time. 

The  legitimate  power  by  which  governments  are  made  or  alter- 
ed, mull  either  ftand  on  the  native  rights  of  the  fpecies,  or  it 
muft  ftand  on  an  authority  veftcd  in  an  individual,  or  in  a  Rmit- 
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ted  number  of  individuals,  exalted  to  this  authority,  either  by  the 
pofitive  law  of  a  revealed  will,  or  by  fome  native  fuperiority  evi- 
dently attached  to  their  perfons.  That  this  facred  truft  has  nev- 
er been  (o  formally  vefted  in  any  individual,  or  in  any  given  number 
of  individuals,  is  in  a  manner  acknowledged  by  the  mod  ftrenu- 
ous  advocates  for pajjive  obedience  j  for  all  their  arguments  are  built 
on  prefumptive  grounds. 

The  contrary  propofition  to  this,  viz.  that  native  right  in  the  fe- 
cial body  to  choofe  its  own  government,  which  Mr.   Burke  condemns 
under  the  description  of  a  metaphyseal  foolery,  is  allowed  with  all 
its  weight  of  authority  by  the  greateft  part  of  the  Englifh  Revo- 
lutionifts  ;  nor  can  any  other  reajonable  ground  of  perfuaiicri  be 
made  ufe  of,  to  bring  the  people  to  concur  in  any  plan  of  lalutary 
or  necefiary  reformation.     With  what  pretence  then,  can  Mr. 
Burke    charge  £>r.    Price,   or  any  of  his  adherents  or  admirers, 
with  advancing  a  novel  or  a  mifchievous  doctrine,  when  they  aflert 
that   all   legitimate   power   is  founded  on  the  rights  of  nature  ? 
"  But  government  (fays   Mr.  Burke)   is  not   made  in  virtue  of 
natural  rights,   which    may  and  do  exift  in  total  independence  of 
it  ;  and  exift  in  much  greater   clearnefs,   and  in  a  much  greater 
degree  of  abftract  perfection  ;  but  their  abftrait  perfection  is  their 
practical  dekSk.     By   having  a  right  to   every  thing,  they  want 
every  thing.     Government  is  a  contrivance  of  human  wifdom, 
to  provide  for  human  wants.     Men  have  a  right  that  thefe  wants 
fhoufd  be  provided  for  by  this  wifdom.     Among  thefe  wants  is 
to  be  reckoned  the  want  out  of  a  civil  fociety,   of  a   fuffieient  re- 
straint   upon   their  paffions.     Society  requires  not  only  that  the 
pailions   of  individuals   fhould  be  fubjected,  but  even  in  the  mafs 
and  body,  as  well  as  in  the  individuals,  the  inclinations  of  men 
fliould   frequently  be  thwarted,  their  will   controled,  and  their 
paffions  brought  into  fubjection.     This   can  only   be  done  by  a 
power  out  of  themfelves,  and  not  in  the  exercife  of  its  functions, 
fubject  to  that  will,  and  to  thofe  paffions,  which  it  is  in  its  office 
to  bridle  and  fubdue.     In  this  fenfe,  the  reftraints  of  men,  as  weil 
as  their  liberties,  are  to  be  reckoned  among  their  rights." 

To  this  very  ingenious  reafoning,  and  thefe  refined  diftin&ions 
between  natural  and  focial  rights,  the  people  may  poffibly  object, 
that  in  delivering  themfelves  pajjively  over  to  the  unrejlrained  rule 
of  others  on  the  plea  of  controling  their  inordinate  inclinations  and 
paffions,  they  deliver  themfelves  over  to  men,  who,  as  men,  and 
partaking  of  the  fame  nature  as  themfelves,  are  as  liable  to  be 
governed  by  the  fame  principles  and  errors ;  and  to  men  who,  by 
the  great  fuperiority  of  their  ftation,  having  no  common  intereft 
with  themfelves  which  might  lead  them  to  preferve  afalutarycheck 
over  their  vices,  muft  be  inclined  to  abufe  in  the  groffejl  manner 
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their  truft.  To  proceed  with  Mr.  Burke's  argument — mould  the 
rich  and  opulent  in  the  nation  plead  their  right  to  the  predomin- 
ant fway  infociety,from  itsbeinganeceffary  circumftance  to  guard 
their  wealth  from  the  gripe  of  poverty,  the  men  in  an  inferior 
ftate  of  fortune  might  argue,  that  mould  they  give  way  to  this  plea 
in  all  its  extent,  their  moderate  pofieflions  would  be  expofed  to  the 
burden  of  unequal  taxes  ;  for  the  rich,  when  poffefied  of  the 
•whole  authority  of  the  fiate,  would  be  fure  to  take  the  firjl  care  of 
themfeives,  if  they  mould  not  be  tempted  to  fecure  an  exoneration 
of  all  burthens,  by  dividing  the  fpoils  of  the  public  ;  and  that  the 
of  fuch  high  trults  muft  necefjarily  arife,  becaufe  to  acl  by 
felfiih  confiderations,  is  in  the  very  conltitution  of  our  nature. 

To  fuch  pleas,  fo  plauiibly  urged  on  all  fides,  1  know  of  no  ra- 
tional objection  ;  nor  can  I  think  of  any  expedient  to  remove  the 
well  grounded  apprehenfions  of  the  different  interefts  which  com- 
pofe  a  commonwealth,  than  a  fair  and  equal  reprefentation  of 
the  whole  people  ;— a  circumftance  which  appears  very  peculiarly 
necefTary  in  a  mixed  form  of  government,  where  the  democratic 
part  of  the  confutation  will  ever  be  in  danger  of  being  overborne 
by  the  energy  attending  on  its  higher  conftituent  parts. 

On  fuch  grounds  of  reafoning,  there  will  be  found  no  infupe- 
rable  objections  to  thofe  proportions  of  Dr.  Price,  which  are  fo 
highly  cenfured  by  Mr.  Burke,  as  containing  principles  of  the 
moft  fedhious  and  dangerous  nature  ;  even  though  we  mould 
allow  that  every  government  which  accords  with  the  opinions 
and  the  inclinations  of  the  large  majority  of  the  people,  is,  in  an 
high  {fc\h  of  the  term,  a  legitimate  government. 

We  mall  now  proceed  with  that  courfe  of  the  argument  in 
which  Mr.  Burke  endeavours  to  (hew,  that  the  unequal  reprefent- 
ation which  he  allows  to  have  taken  place  in  our  government,  is  a 
perfection  rather  than  a  defeft.  "  With  us,  when  we  elect  popu- 
lar reprefentatives,  (fays  Mr.  Burke,  ftill  addrefling  his  French 
ccrrefpondent,)  we  fend  them  to  a  council  in  which  each  man 
individually  is  a  fubjeel,  and  fubmitted  to  a  government  com- 
plete in  all  its  ordinary  fun-lions.  With  you  the  elective  affem- 
bly  is  the  fovereign,and  the  fole  fovereign ;  all  the  members  therefore 
are' integral  parts  of  the  fole  fovereignty.  But  with  us,  it  is  totally 
different.  With  ys,  the  reprefentatives  feparated  from  the  other 
parts,  can  have  no  action, and  no  exiftence.  The  government  is  the 
point  of  reference  of  the  feveral  members  and  diftricts  of  our  re- 
prefentation. This  is  the  centre  of  our  unity.  This  government  of 
reference  is  a  truftee  for  the  whole,and  not  for  the  parts.  So  is  the 
other  branch  of  our  public  council  ;  1  mean  the  Houfe  of  Lords. 
With  us,  the  King  and  the  Lords  are  feveral  and  joint  fecurities 
for  the  equality  of  each  diitrict,  each  province3  each  city.     When 
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did  you  hear  in  Great  Britain  of  any  province  fuffering  from  the 
inequality  of  reprefentation  ?  what  diftrict  from  having  no  re- 
presentation at  all  ?  Not  only  our  monarchy  and  our  peerage  fe- 
cure  the  equality  on  which  our  unity  depends,  but  it  is  the  fpirit 
of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  itfelf.  The  very  inequality  of  repre- 
fentation, which  is  fo  foolijloly  complained  of,  is  perhaps  the  very 
thing  which  prevents  us  from  thinking  or  adting  as  members  for 
diftricts.  Cornwall  elects  as  many  members  as  all  Scotland  j  but 
is  Cornwall  better  taken  care  of  than  Scotland  I" 

If  your  Lordfhip  fees  the  refult  of  this  argument  in  the  fame 
light  as  I  do,  you  will  confider  it  as  equally  recommendatory  to  am 
election  of  the  Loiver  Houfe  in  the  King  and  the  Lords,  as  of  an 
inadequate  reprefentation  made  by  the  election  of  the  Commons. 
For  if  the  King  and  the  Lords  are  feveral  and  joint  fecurities  for 
the  equality  of  each  diltridt,  each  province,  and  each  city  ;  why 
fhould  we  throw  the  country  into  a  ftate  of  riot  and  confufion  eve- 
ry feven  years  ?  Why  fhould  we  put  ourfelves  to  electioneering 
expenfes  f  Would  it  not  be  a  more  convenient  method  to  fuffer  the 
King  and  the  Houfe  of  Lords  to  chufe  our  reprefentatives  ? 

But  this  is  not  the  point  of  view  in  which  the  friends  of  equal 
reprefentation  fee  the  neceffity  of  a  reform  :  They  do  not  alledge 
that  Cornwall  is  better  taken  care  of  than  any  other  diftrict  in 
Great  Britain.  The  fubject  of  their  complaint  is,  that  the  import- 
ant interefts  of  the  great  body  of  the  Commons  is,  by  our  prefent 
inadequate  Jiate  of  reprefentation,  facrificed  to  the  ambition  of  pri- 
vate individuals,  who  by  their  command  over  boroughs,  may 
make  their  market  with  government  at  the  expenfe  ot  the  publick. 
The  Jlrong  and  firm  oppofition  which  the  ruling  powers  have  given 
to  every  ftep  towards  this  reofonable  reformation,  is  not  one  of  the 
happiejl  effects  which  arife  from  that  continual  war  of  interejls  fo 
much  admired  by  Mr.  Burke  and  others.  The  jealoufy  it  man- 
ifefls  of  the  people,  is  without  all  bounds  of  moderation  ;  for  the 
organ  by  which  the  democratic  influence  is  exerted,  has  no  very 
formidable  energy.  Its  power  is  circumfcribed  and  fhut  in  by  the 
immoveable  barrier  of  laws,  ufages,  pofitive  rules  of  doctrine  and 
pradtife,  counterpoifed  by  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  and  in  a  manner 
fubjecled  to  the  Crown  by  the  prerogative  of  calling  and  dinolving 
parliaments. 

To  proceed  with  the  obfervations  of  my  author— After  a  tor- 
rent of  the  mod  pointed  inventive,  Mr.  Burke  takes  upon  him 
to  cenfure  every  part  of  the  conduit  of  the  French  Revolutionifts  ; 
and  among  other  acts  one  which  I  have  always  confidered  as 
founded  in  truth,  religion,  and  the  pure/?  morality  j  it  is  that  of 
annihilating  by  the  force  of  a  bright  example,  thofe  notions  found- 
ed on  falfe  principles  of  honour,  which  fell  fo  feverely  and  fo 
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cruelly  on  every  family  who  had  the  misfortune  to  have  produced 
one  real  or  preietided culprit.  The  infamy  which  families  fuftain- 
ed  for  the  mifconductof  any  of  its  individual  members,  was  one 
of  the jlr ong ejl  reafons  which  have  been  urged  for  perjona  I  \mpr\{- 
onment  at  pleaiure  ;  and  when  this  dreadful  engine  of  defpotifm. 
was  removed,  it  furely  became  expedient  to  emancipate  the  people 
from  the  terror  of  this  impending  evil.  But  when  the  moji  laud- 
able tranfaclions  of  men  are  reprefented  as  crimes,  we  ought  to  be 
cautious  how  we  give  ear  to  the  fuggeftions  of  their  accujer. 

In  the  perfonal  mortifications  of  the  Queen  of  France,  Mr. 
Burke  finds  great  reafon  to  lament  that  the  age  of  chivalry  is  no 
more  ;  for  had  the  fame  fpirit  exifted  in  this,  that  exifted  in  paft 
ages,  "ten  thoufand  (words  might  have  leaped  from  their  fcab- 
bards,  to  avenge  even  alook  that  threatened  her  with  infult."  The 
high  colouring  given  by  Mr.  Burke  to  thofe  fcenes  of  regal  dif- 
trefs,  will,  I  doubt  not,  captivate  the  imagination  of  the  greater 
number  of  his  readers,  in  a  degree  equal  to  the  effects  produced 
on  the  author  by  the  charms  of  the  Queen  of  France.  But  the 
delufions  of  fancy  are  apt  to  fubfide  in  men  of  cool  minds,  when 
2ny  great  object  ofpublick  concern  is  held  up  to  their  view,  to  the 
prejudice  even  of  beauty  and  dignity,  and  all  thofe  external  objects, 
adapted  rather  to  enjlave  our  affections,than  to  lead  our  judgement. 

The  bringing  the  king  and  queen  to  Paris,  and  thus,  by  pre- 
venting their  efcape,  to  difable  them  from  forming  new  troubles 
in  the  kingdom,  was  certainly  regarded  as  a  meafure  of  the  highejl 
necejfity  ;  and  in  this  view,  muft  have  been  approved  by  the  true 
friends  of  the  revolution,  although  it  was  attended  with  tumult  and 
diforder. 

The  age  in  which  the  fpirit  of  chivalry  was  triumphantly  pre- 
valent, would  indeed  have  been  a  very  improper  time  to  have  at- 
tempted a  regeneration  of  constitutions  on  a  popular  principle  ;  but 
I  have  always  regarded  the  neceffity  which  gave  birth  to  the  orders 
of  chivalry,  as  a  mark  of  drfgrace  to  the  times  in  which  they  were 
formed.  They  were  indeed  a  proper  remedy  to  the  evils  arifing 
from  ferocity,  fi  aver y,  barbarifm,  and  ignorance  j  but  now,  when 
the  caufes  no  longer  exift  which  rendered  them  ufeful,  we  fhould 
rather  think  of freeing  focietyofall  the  evils  inherent  in  thofe 
falfe  notions  of  honour  which  they  have  given  rife  to,  than  en- 
deavour to  call  back  their  fpirit  in  its  full  force.  That  enthufi- 
aftick  military  fire,  that  methodized  fentimental  barbarifm>  which  in- 
ftigates  men  to  deprive  their  fellow  citizens  of  life  for  fuppofed  per- 
fonal affronts,  in  defiance  of  the  laws  of  religion  and  fociety,  are 
the  offsprings  of  chivalry,  and  unknown  to  all  the  nations  of 
the  ancient  civilized  world.  But  it  is  the  fimplicity  of  all  abjlracl 
principles  againft  which  Mr.   Burke  makes  an  eternal  war ;  all 
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the  devices  of  pride,  al!  the  fond  conceits  of  vanity,  all  the  train  of 
pompous  orientation,  by  which  naked  virtue  is  put  out  of  her  rank, 
to  give  way  to  the  more  irnpofing  glare  of  external  magnificence, 
are  reprefented  as  ufeful  ideas,  "  fumifhed  from  the  wardrobe  of 
a  moral  imagination,  which  the  heart  owns,  and  the  underftandmg 
ratifies,  as  necefTary  to  cover  the  defects  of  our  naked  fhivering 
nature,  and  to  raife  it  to  dignity  in  our  own  estimation." 

//  is  not,  according  to  tbefe  ideas,  recommended  by  Mr.  Burke, 
that  the  Scripture  teaches  us  to  refpecl  ourfdves  ;  and  although  the 
maxims  of  the  facred  writings  are  exploded  by  all  politicians  as 
incompatible  with  their  views,  yet  certainly  the  excellency  of  their  pre- 
cepts confifts  in  their  being  exaclly  fitted  to  a  temporal  as  well  as  to 
ay/>/>/7«tf/happinefs.  Neither  in  a  moral  view  of  things,  can  I  per- 
ceive how  the  ornaments  of  artificial  greatnefs,  which  are  found  to 
anfwer  all'the  purpofes  of  human  pride,  fhould  afliff.  us  in  acquir- 
ing that  true  dignity  of  character  which  aione  ought  to  constitute 
distinction  ;  nor  how  we  can  truly  refpect  ourfelves,  by  idolizing 
the  mere  phantom  of  greatnefs,  whether  it  be  attached  to  our  own 
perfons,  or  the  perfons  of  others. 

As  every  act  of  the  French  National  Aflembly  is  to  be  condemn- 
ed, not  only  in  the  grofs,  but  in  the  detail,  the  addrefs  of  congratu- 
lation to  the  king  on  the  commencement  of  the  prefent  year, 
comes,  among  others,  under  Mr.  Burke's  fevere  animadverfion. 

I  have  not  indeed  got  this  addrefs  by  me  ;  but  if  my  memory 
does  not  deceive  me,  it  contained  a  language  the  beji  adapted  to 
footh  the  perfonal  afflictions  c*  the  king.  Not  the  fmalle/l  hint 
was  given,  than  any  ill  conduct  in  his  Majesty  had  provoked  the 
people  to  emancipate  themfelves  from  his  power  ;  it  thanked 
him  for  his  concurrence  with  their  wifhes  ;  it  reprefented  their 
liberty  as  the  necejfary  confequence  of  their  enlightened  fpirit,  not 
of  their  fufferings  under  his  administration  ;  and  it  promifed  as 
loyal  an  attachment  to  his  perfon,  and  to  the  distinction  he  held 
as  the  first  magistrate  of  the  commonwealth,  as  could  have  been 
exacted  by  the  authority  of  which  he  was  difpoiTefTed. 

Whatever  might  have  been  held  out  as  the  oftenfible  object  of 
the  people  in  their  demand  tor  the  meeting  of  their  reprefentatives, 
it  certainly  was  intended  by  them  to  ufe  their  power,  when  thus 
vested  with  a  legitimate  form,  and  endued  with  a  capability  of 
legiflation,  not  only  to  the  reformation  of  abufes,  but  to  the  rege- 
neration of  their  constitution  ;  and  thus  the  National  AfTembly 
became  vested  with  the  trust  of  legiflation,  in  the  highejl  fenie  of 
the  word  :  Nor  could  this  truft  be  li?nited  or  governed  by  any  of 
thofe  rules  and  practices,  which,  for  reafons  drawn  from  experience, 
tl»e  people  condim>iedizr\6  were  dete* mined  to  abolifn, 
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Thus  the  prefervlng  the  ftate  from  the  ruin  of  an  impending 
bankruptcy,  brought  on  by  the  prodigality  of  courts,  and  the  rege- 
neration of  the  constitution,  were  the  important  fervices  which  the 
National  Affembly  were  expected  to  perform  for  their  constitu- 
ents. And  when  we  confider  that  thefe  important  and  difficult 
fervices  were  to  be  performed  without  that  ready  and  effectual  in- 
ftrument  of  power,  zfianding  army,  (in  whom  i?nplicit  obedience 
is  the  0«<^rule  of  action),  we  (hall  be  obliged  to  confefs,  either 
that  the  men  who  undertook,  this  great  work  were  infected  with  a 
daring  infanity,  or  that  they  were  feconded  by  an  unanimity  in  the 
fentiments  of  the  people,  which  is  unparalleled  in  the  hiftory  of 
large  empires,  and  which  evidently  deftroys  the  force  of  every  ac- 
cufation  which  can  be  brought  againft.  them,  as  having  rendered 
themfelves  the  injlrument  of  a  faction,  rather  than  the  faithful 'de- 
puties of  the  people. 

A  total  refor  mation  in  the  ecclefiaftical  fyftem,  and  the  new 
modelling  the  fyftem  of  jurifprudence,  were  the  two  hading  points 
in  wUich  every  member  of  the  empire  agreed,  excepting  thofe  in- 
dividuals whofe  interefts  were  personally  affected  by  a  change.  It 
was  a  point  of  union  in  which  both  the  nobility  and  the  people 
met;  and  feveral  of  thofe  perfons  who  have  been  the  loudeji  in 
their  exclamations  againft:  the  conduct  of  the  National  Affembly, 
for  having  disappointed  their  body  of  the  largeft  fhare  of  the  /polls  of 
the  crozun,  and  who  have  fince  united  themfelves  to  the  mal  con- 
tents among  the  lawyers  and  the  clergy,  were  the  mod  active  in 
the  firft  movements  of  thefe  grand  points  of  reformation. 

To  begin  with  the  reformation  of  the  ecclefiaftical  fyftem — It 
was  thought  by  the  French  nation,  thatch  hundred,  and  four  /core 
pillions  of  property,  principally  confined  to  the  ufe  of  the  higher' 
orders  of  the  clergy,  and  thus  prevented  from  entering  into  the 
common  circulation  of  other  parts  of  property,  was  a  nuifance  in 
a  treble  fenfe.  It  was  a  nuifance,  in  the  firft  inftance,  as  a  mono- 
poly ;  in  the  fecond,  it  was  a  nuifance,  as  giving  a  dangerous  pow- 
er to  thofe  who  pofTefTed  that  monopoly,  and  in  the  third  in- 
ftance, as  it  tended,  by  the  natural  courfe  of  moral  caufes  in  this 
its  excefs,  to  corrupt  rather  than  to  encreafe  and  invigorate  thofe 
qualities  of  the  mind,  and  thofe  jpiritual  endowments,  which  are  to 
be  defired  in  the  teachers  of  religion.  What  real  grounds  there 
were  for  this  opinion,  fo  generally  conceived  by  the  French  na- 
tion in  the  conduct  of  the  clergy,  I  know  not  ;  neither  fhall  I  en- 
quire, for  I  am  as  little  inclined  as  Mr.  Burke  can  be  to  infult  the 
unfortunate  :  I  fhall  only  fay,  that  as  their  temptations  were  great, 
and  that  their  nature  was  not  fuperior  to  human  infirmity,  it  was 
probable  they  produced  their  due  effects.  But  there  is  one  fenti- 
ment  in  which  I  in  fome  meafure  accord  with  Mr.  Burke.     I  do 
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rnoft  fmcerely  lament  that  the  exigencies  of  the  times  would  not 
fuffer  the  National  AfTembly  to  indulge  their  clergy  in  a  life-en- 
joyment of  their  poffeffions.  But  this  fentiment  of  mine  is  not 
of  fo  forcible  a  kind  as  to  deftroy  all  other  fympathies.  It  would 
not  lead  me,  even  if  I  pofTefled  a  fimilar  portion  of  abilities  with 
Mr.  Burke,  like  him,  to  endeavour,  by  the  animating  power  of 
declamation,  fo  to  condole  with  the  fufferers  as  to  combine  all 
the  energies  of  the  worjl  pailions  of  men  in  favour  of  my  opin- 
ion. I  fhould  not  attempt  to  roufe  and  inflame  the  refentroent  of 
the  French  clergy  to  a  repetition  of  a&s  which  have  renewed 
fcenes  of  violence,  and  by  which,  after  the  manner  of  old  times, 
they  have  fet  up  the  ftandard  of  Chrift  crucified,  to  arm  bigotry  in 
favour  of  their  pretentions.  Neither  Ihould  1,  among  the  more 
peaceable  members  of  that  body,  by  reprefentations  the  moft 
touchingly  affecting,  open  afrelh  thole  wounds  on  which  it  is  to 
be  hoped  religion  has  poured  her  healing  balm. 

In  the  attempt  to  make  the  French  National  A  ffembly  ftngular- 
ly  odious,  for  the  confifcations  they  have  made  of  the  church 
lands,  Mr.  Burke  afTerts,  that  \f\  many  inftances  they  have  more 
violently  outraged  the  principle,  as  well  as  the  forms  of  publick 
juftice,  than  has  been  done  by  any  other  preceding  power.  The 
examples  he  brings  in  proof,  are  the  confifcations  made  by  the 
fury  of  triumphant  factions  in  the  Roman  commonwealth  ;  and 
an  example  more  in  point  in  the  perfon  of  Henry  the  Eighth,  for 
Mr.  Burke  does  not  chufe  to  extend  his  obfervations  to  the  con- 
duit of  Denmark,  Sweden,  and  other  ftates,  on  their  profeflion 
of  the  reformed  religion.  Mr.  Burke  confiders  the  violences  of 
Marius  and  Sylla  to  be  much  graced  in  the  formalities  of  falfe  ac- 
cufations  oftreafon  againft  the  mojl  virtuous  perfons  in  the  common- 
wealth ;  and  that  the  tyrant  Henry  the  Eighth,  who  feized  the 
property  of  the  clergy  for  his  own  private  ufe,  and  the  emolu- 
ments of  his  favourites,  dignified  thefe  ads  of  violence,  by  aflliming 
the  character  of  the  judge,  and  condemning  the  victims  on  fal/e 
pretences.  Surely  the  French  clergy  would  not  have  thought 
themfelves  better  ufed,  if  the  National  AfTembly  had  fet  on  foot  a 
commiffion  to  examine  into  the  crimes  and  abufes  which  prevail- 
ed among  them,  and  then  to  have  governed  their  proceedings  by 
reported  truths,  mixed  with  exaggeration  and  falfehood  ;  furely 
this  mockery  of  juftice,  Jo  much  ufed  in  old  times,  and  this  covering 
to  the  deeds  of  power,  by  fpoi Is  torn  from  the  only  confolatory  re- 
mains of  the  fufferer,  his  good  fame,  will  not  be  thought  an  exam- 
ple proper  to  have  been  followed,  rather  than  the  plain  dealing  of 
the  French  legiflature. 

But  Mr.  Burke  has   as  great  a  diflike  to  the  reform   of  the 
church  police,  as  to  the  confifcations  of  the  property  of  the  more 
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dignified  part  of  the  order.  He  is  quite  m  a  rage,  that  the  poor 
curates  fhould  be  taken  out  of  the  bopelefs  poverty  into  which  they 
were  plunged  ;  and  he  cannot  endure  thofe  regulations  which  took 
place  in  the  beji  times  of  Chriftian  focieties.  That  bifhops  Jhould  be 
confined  to  their  diocefes,  and  the  care  of  their  Spiritual  adminif- 
tration,  inftead  of  attending  courts,  and  lavifhing  their  incomes 
in  the  pleafures  of  the  capital  ;  and  that  the  people  fhould  aflume 
their  rights  of  election  j  "  are  folecifms  in  policy,  which  none 
but  barbarous,  ignorant,  atheifllcal  minds  could  dictate,  and  which 
no  man  of  enlarged  capacity  and  generous  paflions  can  obey." 

On  that  article  of  the  French  ecclefiaftical  policy  which  con- 
fines bifhops  to  their  eprfcopal  adminiftration,  it  may  not  be  im- 
proper to  obferve,  that  Bifhop  Leighton,  the  mojl  eminent  of  the 
Scotch  prelates  for  his  piety  and  his  zeal  for  that  order,  ardently 
vvijhed  that  fuch  a  regulation  fhould  take  place  on  their  re-eftab- 
lifhment  in  Scotland  under  Charles  the  Second.  1  am  far  from 
faying  that  fuch  a  regulation  is  compatible  with  theftate  of  things 
among  us  ;  and  I  think  fo  well  of  the  moderation  of  the  clergy, 
and  their  regard  to  the  conftitution  of  the  country,  that  I  with 
they  were  as  independent  a  body  as  Mr.  Burke  reprefents  them  to  be. 
But  furely  if  gratitude  for  pajl  favours,  the  hopes  held  out  to  am- 
bition  for  the  acquiring  further  preferments,  and  a  very  confidera- 
ble  number  of  church-livings  in  the  difpofal  of  the  crown,  can  in 
any  refpecl  influence  the  minds  of  the  clergy,  they  cannot  be  faid- 
£o  be  totally  independent. 

I  fhall  now  take  into  consideration  the  fecond  grand  point   of 
reformation,  in  which  the  nobles  and  people  appear  at   firft    to- 
have  been  in  union,  viz.  the  new  modelling  the  fyftem   of  jurif- 
prudence  ;  but  that  a  fyftem  of  jurifprudence,  formed  by  ignorant 
barbarians,  from  codes  of  law  adapted  to  fupport  the   defpotic   ty- 
ranny of  the  Reman  Emperors,  could  not  be   in  unifon  with  the 
fcntiments  of  an  enlightened  people,  or  capable  of  fupporting  the 
principles  of  z  free  government,  was  apparent  to  all  parties  :   But 
perfonal  intereft,  for  reafons  as  apparent,  at  length  produced  an 
union  between  the  lawyers  and  nobles.     The  National  Aflembly 
jujlly  thought,  that  laws  dictated  by  the  humane   fpirit  of  an  en- 
jightened  age,  would  be  but  /'//  adminiftered  by  a  tribunal  formed 
wnder  the  influence  of  the  rankejl  prejudices  j  and  they  conceived 
it  as  a  [olecifm  in  politics,  that  Parliaments,  who  had  been  efpeci- 
al!y  appointed  to  fee  that  the  laws  and  regulations  framed  by  the 
•Aflemblies  of  the  States  General,  fhould  receive  no  injury  from 
the  edicts  of  the  monarch,  fhould  be  kept  as  a  control  over  the 
ftanding  authority  of  the  nation.      It  was  en  this  rcafon  that  the 
old  independent  Parliaments  with  all  their  merits,  and   all   their 
faults,  were  abolifhcd.      Nor  is  it  a  wonder  that  in  the  change 
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■of  the  pro/peel,  a  change  in  the  fentiments  of  the  nobles  Should 
have  taken  place :  For  when  they  perceived  that  the  fyftem   of 
the  ancient  tyranny  was  better  adapted  to  their  perjonal  greatnefs 
than  the  new  order  of  things,  they  with  Mr.  Burke,  looked  on  the 
Parliaments  as  a  convenient  power,  under  which  they  might  rally. 
What  a  ready  convenience  for  the  play  of  a  delufwe  policy  would  it 
have  afforded,  if  the  Parliaments,  exerting  their  old  authority  un- 
der the  crown,  had  pertinaciously  refufed  to  register  the  edicts  of 
the  AfTembly  !  What  a  difplay  of  eloquence  in  favour  of  the  pri- 
vileges of  the  nobles  and  the  clergy,  might  have  been  ken  in  their 
remonjlrances  to  the  AfTembly  !  and    what  ujeful  delays   would    it 
have  afforded  for  the  prefident  of  the  National  AfTembly,  in  the 
name  of  the  Majefty  of  the  people,  to  have  been  obliged  to  mount 
the  Bed  of  ju/lice,  after  the  example  of  the  late  monarchs  of  the 
realm  ;  and  in  cafe  of  an  incurable  obltinacy,  for   the   AfTembly, 
through  the  means  of  the  executive  power,  to   have  recourfe  to 
the  tedious  remedy  of  an  imprifonment.     With  luch  advantages 
on  their  iide,  the  faclion  in  oppofition  would   have  had  reajonable 
grounds  of  hope,  that  centuries  might   have   elapfed   before  the 
constitution  could  have  been  in  any  fenfe  of  the  word  regen- 
erated. 

Before  I  leave  this  fubjecl,  it  will  be  necefTary  to  notice,  that 
Mr.  Burks  condemns  the  conduct  of  the  National  AfTembly  for 
the  distinction  they  have  made  in  their  treatment  of  the  lawyers 
and  their  clergy,  a  distinction  which  I  think  every  unprejudiced 
perfon  will  agree  to  be  founded  injustice,  viz.  the  preference  af- 
forded the  former  by  making  them  a  fuitable  provision  during 
life,  in  confideration  that  the  civil  offices,  of  which  they  were 
deprived,  had  been  purchafed  with  private  property  (as  Mr. 
Burke  ebferves)  "  at  an  high  rate." 

The  prevention  of  a  national  bankruptcy  was  thought  an  ob- 
ject of  the  molt  momentous  concern  to  the  whole  French  nation. 
It  was  in  order  to  avert  this  impending  evil,  that  the  States  Gen- 
eral were  permitted  to  affemble  ;  and  it  was  an  objeiSt  principally 
recommended  to  the  deputies  of  the  people,  by  their  united  voice. 
In  this  State  of  publick  opinion,  the  arguments  fo  plaufibly,  and 
indeed  fo  forcibly  urged  by  Mr.  Burke  againjl  the  right  of  the 
monarch  to  mortgage  the  public  revenue,  will  not  render  the  Af- 
fembly  culpable  for  endeavouring  to  keep  faith  with  the  creditors 
of  the  crown.  P^or  though  I  never  could  perceive  why  on  any 
good  grounds  of  rcafon,  the  people  Should  quarrel  with  their  new 
constitution,  becaufe  the  prodigality  of  the  old  government  had  in- 
volved them  in  dijlrejfes  which  were  in  their  nature  irremoveable, 
which  did  not  proceed  from  any  fraud  or  corruption  in  their  new 
fervants,  and  which  could  not  be  mended  by  fubjecting  them- 
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felves  to  the  old  domination  ;  yet  certain  it  is,  that  the  enemies  of 
the  new  conftitution  have  beheld  the  arrival  of  a  moment  big 
with  that  temporary  diftrefs  and  confufion  which  muft  ever  at- 
tend a  national  bankruptry,  with  the  utmo/i  impatience,  as  of  bring- 
ing with  it  zfure  profpect  of  viclory.  What  an  opportunity  indeed, 
would  it  prefent,  of  fetting  forth  exaggerated  defcriptions  of  pub- 
lic diftreffes,  and  of  arraigning  the  members  of  the  National  Af- 
fembly  as  the  Jole  authors  of  the  nation's  wrongs  !  The  anxious 
and  provident  care  which  this  Afiembly  has  taken  to  ward  off 
this  difafter,  and  alfo  to  avoid,  in  the  prefent  irritable  ftate  of  the 
public  feelings,  the  impofing  very  heavy  burthens  on  the  people, 
is  certainly  a  mark  of  political  jagacity,  and,  being  fuck,  is  treated 
with  the  utmojl  bitternefs  of  difappointed  rage  by  their  opponents. 

On  the  fubjecl:  of  the  difficulties  which  the  French  Legislature 
have  encountered  in  the  tafk  of  regenerating  the  conftitution,  it  is 
natural  to  turn  our  minds  on  the .paper-currency  they  have  efta- 
blifhed,  and  efpecially  as  it  is  a  fubjecl  on  which  Mr.  Burke  has 
difplayed  the  whole  force  of  his  ingenuity,  to  alarm  the  fears  of  the 
French  nation,  and  to  depreciate,  and  to  render  odious  in  their 
eyes,  the  conduct  of  their  reprefentatives. 

On  this  fubject  I  do  profefs  a  total  ignorance  :  I  have  no  fi- 
nanciering abilities ;  and  I  wifh  with  all  my  heart,  that  this  ait 
which  Mr.  Burke  reprefents  as  a  talent  the  mo/l  highly  neceflary 
in  thofe  who  conduit  the  affairs  of  ftate,  and  which  I  confider  as 
deriving  its  practical  ufe  from  its  deceptious  addrefs  in  picking  the 
pockets  of  the  people,  was  not  fo  neceflary  an  engine  in  the  prefent 
modes  of  adminiftration.  A  few  obfervations  however,  which 
muft  occur  to  every  thinking  mind,  I  fhall  venture  to  make. 
They  are  as  follows  :  That  the  difference  which  Mr.  Burke  makes 
between  the  paper  currency  of  this  country,  and  that  which  now 
fubnfts  in  France,  is  not  fo  much  in  favour  of  England  as  Mr. 
Burke  reprefents  ;  for,  as  the  French  legiflature  have  not  iflued 
more  paper  than  they  appear  to  have  zfolid  fund  to  fupport,  and 
a  fund  that  is  obvious  to  every  man's  eyes  and  underftanding, 
its  credit  ought  not  in  reafon  to  have  lefs  ftability  than  a  paper  cur- 
rency founded  on  confidence.  For,  though  every  man  believes, 
and  on  good  grounds  believes,  that  the  bank  of  England  has  a 
fufficient  property  to  anfwer  for  the  payment  of  its  notes  ;  yet 
mil  although  this  belief  fhould  arife  to  a  moral  certainty,  it  cannot 
be  fuperior  to  a  credit  founded  on  an  obvious  fact.  And  mould 
the  French  legiflature  continue  this  wife  caution,  of  not  ifluing 
more  paper  than  the  ftate  revenue  can  obvioufly  fupport,  whilft 
the  revolution  ftands  on  its  prefent  bottom,  this  paper,  whatever 
may  be  the  exigencies  of  the  times,  muft  always  be  of  fome  value  ; 
whereas  a  failure  of  our  national  credit  would,  it  is  generally 
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thought,  render  the  paper  money  of  this  country  of  no  more  ivortb 
than  the  intrinfic  value  of  the  paper. 

The  diffufion  of  a  general  fpirit  of  gaming,  and  the  deftru&ive 
pra&ice  of  flock-jobbing,  are  evils  which  I  am  a  fraid  in  a  more 
or  lefs  degree  muft  ever  exift  with  national  debts  ;  and  the  larger 
the  debt,  the  greater  will  be  the  degree  of  evil.  That  this  fpirit 
prevails  in  our  capital  to  a  very  alarming  height,  the  hiftory  of 
the  Bulls  and  Bears  in  the  alley  will  abundantly  teftify  :  That  it 
has  been  the  ruin  of  many  a  fair  fortune,  thoufands  offufferers  can 
alfo  teftify  :  That  it  has  enabled  and  tempted  fever al  of  thofe  who 
are  in  the  fecrct  of  affairs,  to  pillage  the  publick  unmercifully,  fame 
reprefents  ;  and  that  the  flocks  have  a  great  influence  over  the 
landed  property  of  this  country,  which  rifes  or  falls  according  to 
their  various  fluctuations,  the  experience  of  thelaft  American  war 
evinces  beyond  a  doubt. 

All  thefe  evils,  if  evils  they  are,  were  prognosticated  by  thofe  who 
{tiled  themfelves  the  patriots  of  their  country,  from  thefitfi  eftab- 
lifhment  of  a  funded  debt,  to  almoft  the  prefent  period  of  time  ; 
and  the  reafons  they  urged  to  enforce  the  arguments  they  ufed  a- 
gainft  the  meafure,  appear  to  me  fufflciently  convincing  to  have 
induced  a  cautious  moderation  in  our  councils.  But  they  were  not 
attended  to  ;  they  were  reprefented  as  the  chimeras  of  difcantcnted 
fpeculative  men  ;  the  encreafe  of  the  national  debt  was  fet  forth  as 
both  the  caufe  and  the  excels  of  public  projperity  ;  it  was  defcribed 
as  the  enlivening  principle  of  commerce,  the  grand  panacea  that 
was  to  keep  us  in  an  eternal  vigour,  the  fleady  hold  by  which  al] 
the  members  of  the  community  were  to  be  bound  in  the  bands  of 
loyalty  ;  and  that  there  was  no  excefs  in  the  amount  of  the  debt, 
that  could  be  attended  with  any  ruinous  confequences. 

If  fuch  reprefentations,  fo  repeatedly  made  by  a  large  party  in 
the  kingdom,  and  at  prefent  fo  generally  adopted,  are  founded  in 
truth,  1  cannot  fee  how  caufes  which  have  a  lalutary  ejfeel  among 
us,  (hould  operate  as  poifon  to  our  neighbours  ;  and  1  have  a  bet- 
ter opinion  of  the  policy  of  the  National  Aflembly  in  ifluing  their 
ajfignatS)  from  theflrong  and  violent  oppofiiion  which  was  made  to 
the  meafure  by  their  enemies. 

It  mult  not  be  forgot,  that  among  the  other  economical  re- 
gulations of  the  National  Aflembly,  that  which  has  taken  place 
in  their/?/?  of  penfioners,  falls  equally  with  other  of  their  acts,  un- 
der the  feverity  of  Mr.  Butke's  pen.  The  amount  of  the  public 
money  given  to  this  defcription  of  people  by  the  court,  was  in- 
deed enormous  ;  and  if  we  may  give  credit  to  the  Red  Book^  pub- 
lifhed  by  authority,  there  was  little  of  the  principles  of  reajon  or 
juflice  in  the  admeafurement  of  rewards  to  individuals,  unlefs  the 
Jlate  and  the  country  are  ccnlidered  as  feparate  interejls  in  the  ac- 
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count  ;  and  that  the  pleafing  or  gratifying  the  prince  and  his/a- 
vourites  fhouid  be  reckoned  in  the  value  of  an  hundred  pounds  to  a 
fafmh  when  fet  in  the  balance  of  blood  jhed'm  defence  of  the  nation. 

What  indeed  can  eicapc  Mr.  Burke's  cenfure,  or  what  act  of 
the  French  legislature  can  pleafe  him,  (but  the  diflblving  them- 
felves,  and  leaving  the  king  and  the  nobles  to  form  their  own 
rules  of  power),  when  he  finds  fubject  for  reproach  even  in  their 
acts  oijympathy  to  the  indigent  part  of  the  citizens  P  That  Paris 
was  always  crowded  with  a  numerous  herd  of  mendicants,  even 
more  numerous,  if  pollible,  than  thofe  who  infeit  and  difgrace  our 
capital,  is  certain  ;  and  mould  their  numbers  have  encreafed  by 
the  defertion  of  thofe  opulent  citizens  who  are  out  of  temper  with 
the  government,  it  would  neither  be  a /urprizing  nor  an  alarming 
circumi'tance  :  But  it  is  an  evil  that  time  alone  can  cure,  when 
the  mock  of  fo  important  a  revolution  has  fpent  its  force,  and 
when  the  ill  humour  which  at  prefent  rages  in  the  breafts  of  the 
difconrented  fhall  fubfide,  and  lead  them  to  return  into  the  bofom 
of  their  country,  and  under  the  protecting  laws  of  a  regular  gov- 
ernment. 

In  a  very  elaborate  defence  of  all  the  artificial  modes  of  great- 
nefs  which  have  taken  place  in  fociety,  Mr.  Burke  has  uled  all 
the  powers  of  eloquence  and  fubtlety  to  prove,  that  the  crimes 
which  have  been  committed  by  our  fpecies,  have  not  arifen  from 
the  imperfections  of  infcitutions,  but  from  the  vices  of  individu- 
als. In  one  Jenfe,  his  argument  wiil  be  found  to  bejit/i  ;  in  a- 
notber,  nugatory  :  For  though  it  muft  be  acknowledged,  that  the 
crimes  committed  by  Nero  proceeded  from  the  depravity  of  his 
character,  yet  the  opportunity  of  committing  thofe  crimes,  and  per- 
haps that  very  depravity  of  fentiment  from  whence  they  proceed- 
ed, lay  in  the  vice  of  the  imperial  injlitution. 

With  the  fame  flow  of  eloquence,  and  the  fame  fubtlety,  Mr. 
Burke  recommends  in  all  legislators,  that  tardy  caution  which  fuf- 
fers  the  jpirit  of  reform  to  evaporate  before  their  work  is  half  finifli- 
ed  ;  "  tor  the  evils  latent  in  the  molt  promifing  contrivances," 
fays  Air.  Burke,  "fhouid  be  provided  for  as  they  ariie  ;  one  ad- 
vantage is  as  little  as  poffible  to  be  facrificed  to  another  ;  for  thus 
we  compenfate,  we  reconcile,  we  balance,  we  are  enabled  to  unite 
in  a  constant  whole,  the  various  apomalies  and  contending  prin- 
ciples that  are  found  in  the  minds  and  affairs  of  men." 

Tim  finely  imagined  theory  would  undoubtedly  be  adopted  by 
all  wife  and  good  legiilators,  did  it  in  any  manner  fuit  with  the 
nature  of  mankind,  and  that  leaven  of  Jelfjhnefs  which  taints  every 
principle  of  human  conduct.  That  perfect  knowledge  of  human 
affairs,  which  Mr.  Burke  conceives,  and  juftly  conceives,  ought 
to  be  inseparable  from  the  office  of  legiflation,  will  convince  men, 
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*hat  wh^n  new  constitutions  are  to  be  formed,  It  is  neceffary  they 
fhould,  in  their  formation,  be  regulated  in  all  their  eircumftances 
by  thofe  principles  which  the  legillators  conceive  to  be  the  heft  \ 
for  if  any  thing  which  may  be  thought  defective  is  left  for  the  %v i f - 
dom  of  future  legillators  to  correct,  the  constitution  muft  remain 
defeclive,  as  future  reformers  will  find  their  difficulties  encrcafe,  in- 
ftead  of  being  dirninijhed,  by  time.  The  reafon  is  plain  ;  for  that 
which  constitutes  the  defeils  in  all  governments,  are  thofe  princi- 
ples in  them  which  fupport  a  partial' inter  eft,  to  the  injury  of  a 
public  one  ;  and  the  prejcription  of  time  with  the  politic  ufe  of  power, 
has  been  found  an  irrefifliblc  barrier to  every  important  part  of  re- 
formation in  the  ordinary  courfe  of  things. 

The  French  legislature,  in  order  to  extinguish  thofe  local  pre- 
judices and  provincial  jealoufies  which  formerly  exifted  in  the 
kingdom  of  France,  arising  from  the  different  laws  and  cuftoms 
which  took  place  when  the  independent  principalities  were  annex- 
ed to  the  crown  ;  andalfo  to  regulate  the  rights  of  election  in  fuch 
a  manner,  as  whilft  it  fecured  to  the  citizens  at  large  this  invalu- 
able bleffing,  it  fhould  provide  for  the  public  tranquillity  ;  con- 
ceived and  executed  a  plan  of  dividing  the  kingdom  into  eighty 
one  departments.  Each  ofthefe  departments  are  divided  into 
fmaller  diftrids,  called  Communes  ;  and  thefe  again  into  fmaller 
diitrids,  called  Cantons.  The  primary  affcmblies  of  the  cantons' 
elect  deputies  to  the  communes,  one  for  every  two  hundred  qualified 
inhabitants.  The  communes  chofen  by  the  cantons  chufe  to  the 
departments,  and  the  deputies  of  the  departments  chufe  the  deputies 
to  the  National  Ajjembly.  A  qualification  to  the  right  of  election 
ki  the  firft  instance,  is  placed  at  the  low  rate  of  the  price  of  three 
days  labour  ;  the  qualification  of  being  elected  into  the  Commune^ 
is  the  amount  of  ten  days  labour  ;  and  that  of  being  elected  a 
deputy  to  the  National  J/pmbly,  is  only  on&  mark  of  filver. 

This  plan,  in  theory  at  lead,  promifes  to  unite  the  higheft  de- 
gree of  freedom  with  the  higheft  degree  of  arder  :  it  extends  the  right 
of  election  to  every  man  who  is  not  a  pauper,  and  as  fuch  by  living  on 
the  alms  of  fociety,  cannot  reafonably  have  a  right  to  enjoy  its  po- 
litical privileges;  and  whilft  it  thus  encourages  induftry,  by  ren- 
dering it  a  neceffary  quality  to  enjoy  thefe  privileges,  it  opens  the 
door  to  every  man  of  ability  to  obtain  the  higheft  honours  of  his 
country.  But  this  plan,  fo  plaufible  at  lead:  in  its  appearance,  and 
fo  exactly  agreeing  with  the  rights  of  the  citizens  in  the  JlriEleft 
fenfe  of  the  word,  is  criticifed  by  Mr.  Burke  in  a mariner  highly. 
unworthy  of  his  great  abilities,  becaufe  he  defcends  to  the  arts  of 
a  quibbling  fophiftry.  Heaecufesthe  legislature  of  not  attending 
to  their  avowed  principles  of  the  equal  riglus  of  men,  in  refttfing 
their  paupers  a  vote.      He  aSTerts  thai  the  right  of  elation  granted 
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in  the  firft  inftance,  is  no  previlege  at  all  j  and  he  forefees,  that 
the  moft  fatal  diffenfions  will  arife  from  regulations  which  feem* 
ingly  tend  to  barmonife  every  jarring  principle  in  the  ftate,  to  fub- 
due  every  prejudice  of  the  mind  hoftile  to  the  publick  welfare, 
and  to  combine  all  its  affections  in  the  character  of  a  loyal  ci- 
tizen. 

In  oppofition  to  Mr.  Burke's  accufation,  that  the  legiflature* 
in  the  qualifications  they  have  annexed  to  the  rights  of  ele&ion, 
have  acted  in  contradiction  to  their  avowed  principles  of  the  e- 
qual  rights  of  men,  I  fhall,  without  fheltering  myfelf  under  the 
cover  of  a  practical  ufe,  (which  may  be  ufed  to  juftify  every  mode 
of  tyranny,)  affert,  that  the  French  legiflature  have  in  thofe  quali- 
fications adhered  to  the  rights  of  men  in  the  ftricleji  fenfe,  even  as 
they  exift  in  their  abjlracl  perfection  in  a  ftate  of  nature  :  For, 
who  ever  conceived,  that,  in  a  ftate  of  nature,  a  man  who  was 
cither  not  inclined,  or  by  bodily  infirmity  not  able,  to  till  the 
ground,  had  a  right  to  the  fruits  produced  by  the  labour  of  oth- 
ers ?  In  this  cafe,  either  in  a  ftate  of  nature,  or  in  a  ftate  of  foci- 
ety,  the  right  of  maintenance  depends  alone  on  the  laws  of  human- 
ity, proceeding  from  that  fympathy  which  the  benevolent  Author 
of  our  being  has  for  the  bejl  purpofes  woven  into  the  mental  con- 
stitution of  all  his  moral  creatures.  But  thefe  laws  of  humanity 
do  not  oblige  men  to  yield  rights  with  the  donation  of  alms,  and 
to  put  thofe  whom  their  charity  has  relieved,  into  a  fituation  of 
forcing  from  them  the  fruits  of  their  induftry.  It  is  on  the  bafis 
of 'induftry  alone,  the  only  principle  which  exactly  fquares  with  a, 
native  right,  and  not  on  rent-rolls,  that  the  legislature  has  formed 
the  rights  of  reprefentation  ;  and  this  on  fuch  liberal  principles, 
that  every  man  who  has  activity  and  induftry,  may  qualify  him- 
felf  as  to  the  matter  of  property,  for  a  feat  in  the  legiftative  aflem- 
bly.  As  to  the  nature  and  operation  of  the  privileges  annexed 
to  the  firft  and  fecond  fteps  in  the  gradation,  I  conceive  that  the 
regular  degrees,  which  directly  point  to  the  grand  privilege  of 
chufing  the  reprefentatives,  whilft  they  totally  prevent  confufion 
and  the  errors  of  a  blind  choice,  do  not,  in  any  refpect,  render  nu- 
gatory the  right  of  its  more  abflracl  principle.  For  every  man  in 
the  Canton  makes  his  choice  of  a  deputy  whom  he  thinks  qualified 
by  merit  to  reprefent  him  in  the  Commune,  and  every  voter  in  the 
Commune  has  alfo  his  choice  of  a  deputy  to  prefent  him  in  the 
department,  who  have  a  right  to  the  choice  of  reprefentatives. 

As  Mr.  Burke  has  made  it  a  point  to  object  to  every  part  of  the 
French  conftitution  as  it  now  ftands,  and  to  every  act  of  the  le- 
giflature which  refpects  this  conftitution,  I  muft  follow  him 
through  all  his  objections,  and  ftate  thofe  reafons  which  appear  to 
me  to  have  regulated  their  conduct.     It  is  true  that  a  fenate,  or 

an 


33 

an  affembly  of  men  who  have  had  fome  Control  over  the  voice 
of  the  people,  fome  power  of  mitigating,  regulating,  or  carrying 
into  execution  their  laws,  has  always  had  a  place  in  the  ancient 
republics  :  But  Mr.  Burke  himfelf  feems  to  allow,  that  they  are 
not  abjolutely  neceflary  in  monarchies,  or  rather  in  any  govern- 
ment which  admits  of  a  Jt Ending  permanent  executive  power.  It 
is  true  they  appear  to  have  been  a  neceflary  inftitution  in  the  an- 
cient republics  j  yet  hiftory  will  fliew  us,  that  their  tendency  has 
ever  been  hojiile  to  the  principles  of  democracy,  and  often  ended 
in  the  ruin  of  freedom.  To  the  prides  the  avarice,  and  corruption 
of  the  Roman  Senate,  was  undoubtedly  owing  the  fubverfion  of 
the  republic.  It  is,  I  think,  very  little  to  the  purpofe  of  enlight- 
ening men's  minds  on  the  fubje£t  of  modern  government,  to 
quote  the  reflections  of  ancient  authors,  or  draw  comparifons 
from  ancient  times,  which  were  totally  unacquainted  with  that 
excellent  policy,  by  which  the  people's  power  is  reprefented,  and 
brought  into  regular  action  through  the  means  of  deputation. 
An  Affembly  of  men  thus  appointed,  feems  to  unite  in  it  all  the 
energy  and  fitnefs  to  the  affairs  of  government  of  the  Roman 
Senate,  in  its  mod  brilliant  and  perfect  ftate,  without  the  latent 
principles  of  corruption  and  dejlruclion  which  lurked  in  this  infti- 
tution. 

What  Lord  Bolingbroke  could  mean  I  know  not,  when  he 
fays,  that  he  prefers  a  monarchy  to  other  governments  ;  becaufe 
every  defcription  of  a  republic  can  be  better  engrafted  on  it,  than 
any  thing  of  a  monarchy  upon  the  republican  forms  ;  unlefs 
he  refers  to  fuch  a  qualified  monarchy  as  is  confined  to  the  mere 
office  of  an  executive  governor,  with  the  Jl ability  that  is  annex- 
ed to  hereditary  defcent  ;  for  fure  it  is  impojjible  to  engraft  a  demo- 
cracy on  any  other  defcription  of  monarchy.  If  this  is  his  Lord- 
fhip's  meaning,  the  French  monarchy,  as  it  now  ftands,  will  be 
found  to  agree  perfeftly  with  it  ;  and  fhould  experience  prove  it 
to  be  defedive  for  the  want  of  fuch  a  member  as  a  fenate,  the 
defect  mull  be  fupplied  with  all  thofe  cautious  preventatives  which 
experience  can  alone  afford. 

The  limitations  of  power,  in  which  the  executive  magistrate  is 
confined,  affords  Mr.  Burke  a  fubjecl:  for  the  exertion  of  all  the 
powers  of  his  oratory.  He  deplores  the  mortified  ftate  of  the  fal- 
len monarch  j  he  fees  nothing  but  weaknefs  in  the  government, 
and  confufton  in  the  affairs  of  the  empire  ;  from  the  want  of  a 
proper  influencing  power  in  the  executive,  and  that  cordiality  which 
ought  tofubfijl  between  it  and  the  legijlative.  He  conceives,  that 
without  fuch  a  controling  influence,  the  executive  office  is  a  ftate 
of  degradation,  to  which  no  man  of  fpirit  would  fubmit.  And 
if  the  prefent  King  and  his  fucceflbrs  refpefl  their  true  glory,  they 
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will  take  every  opportunity  which  time  may  prefent,  of  making 
off  the  yoke  of  their  imperious  matters,  and  refuming  their  former 
independence. 

To  thefe  animadverfions  of  Mr.  Burke,  it  may  be  obferved, 
that  moft  of  the  limitations  of  which  he  complains,  are  either 
infeparable  to  the  fecurity  of  the  democracy,  or  they  have  their 
grounds  in  a  jufl  policy,  fuiting  itfelf  to  the  prefent  ftate  of  things. 
It  is  neceflary  that  a  popular  legiflature  mould  be  informed  through 
other  channels  than  the  executive  power,  of  fuch  matters  as  may  im- 
port that  body  to  know  :  It  is  neceflary  that  all  the  means  by 
which  a  perfonal  influence  may  be  eftablifhed  by  the  grant  of  lands 
and  large  penfions,  fhould  be  taken  away  j  and  for  the  fame  rea- 
fons  of  policy,  it  is  necerTary  that  the  executive  power  fhould  not 
be  capable  of  deluding  the  imaginations  of  men,  by  creating  artifi- 
cial difUnclions  among  them. 

According  to  Mr.  Burke's  political  creed,  Kings  are  only  to  re- 
fpecl  thofe  who  ferve  their  perfonal greatnefs  ;  and  it  is  his  opinion, 
that  the  fuccefibrs  to  the  throne  of  France  in  the  Bourbon  line, 
mufl,  unlefs  they  are  illiterate  men,  aft  on  a  principle  hcjlile  to  the 
conftitution  which  they  are  fivorn  to  preferve.  It  is  true,  as  Mr. 
Burke  obferves,  this  is  nature  ;  but  are  not  thofe  very  inclinations^ 
fo  inherent  in  man,  the  grounds  for  that  jealoufy  which  reflecting 
patriots  entertain  of  all perfons  vefted  with  the* dangerous  gift  of 
permanent  authority  ?  And  unlefs  the  prefent  monarch  of  France, 
and  his  fuccefibrs,  mail  conceive  very  different  ideas  of  glory  than 
they  will  learn  from  Mr.  Burke  ;  unlefs  they  (hall  conceive  that 
the  executing  an  office  faithfully,  reflects  more  honour  upon  them 
than  any  encreafe  of  perfonal  greatnefs  they  can  gain  by  treachery  •> 
there  is  very  little  probability  that  they  will  obtain  from  a  popu- 
lar legiflature,  that  enlargement  of  power  *  which  may  reafona- 
bly  be  given,  when  circumftances  (hall  convince  the  public  mind 
that  there  are  no  grounds  for  jealoufy. 

Mr.  Burke  extends  his  commiferation  not  only  to  the  perfon  of 
the  King  and  his  royal  iflue,  but  even  to  the  minifters  of  the 
crown  in  their  civil  capacity.  In  this  commiferation,  he  reprobates 
a  principle  which  is  held  out  to  the  people  of  Great  Britain  as  the 
grand  palladium  of  their  liberties,  I  mean  the  principle  of  refpon- 
fibility  ;  though  the  reprobation  is  indeed  qualified  by  a  diftinc- 
tion  at  aclive  and  zealous  fervice,  and  the  reitraint  of  crimes.  But 
it  is  a  diftinction  which  I  cannot  well  underftand  ;  for  if  refpon* 
Ability  does  not  go  to  every  part  of  a  minister's  conduit,  in  which 
he  acts  without  due  authority,  it  is  indeed  a  very  flight  conftitu- 
tional  barrier  againft  the  vices  of  administration,  efpecially  when  it 
is  allowed  among  the  prerogatives  of  our  Kings,  tint  they  may 
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chufe  their  own  fervants,  and  retain  them  in  their  office  at  plea- 
fure  :  but  will  any  minifter  who  ferves  fuch  a  King  (fays  Mr. 
Burke,  when  fpeaking  of  the  prefent  King  of  France)  with  but  a 
decent  appearance  of  refpecl,  cordially  obey  the  orders  of  thofe 
whom  but  the  other  day  in  his  name  they  had  committed  to  the 
Baftile  ?  Will  they  obey  the  orders  of  thofe  whom,  whilft  they 
were  exercifing  defpotick  jii/lice  upon  them,  they  conceived  they 
were  treating  with  lenity,  and  for  whom,  in  a  prifon,  they  thought 
they  had  provided  an  ajylum. 

This  is  faying  very  Utile,  either  for  the  difpofition  of  the  min- 
ifters,  or  for  thefpirit  and  principles  of  the  ancient  government. 
Nor  can  I  fee  that  thefe  gentlemen  have  any  reafonable  complaints 
to  make  againft  the  conduct  of  the  French  legislature.  It  is  true 
they  are  denied  a  feat  amongft  them  ;  but  this  exception  is  not 
made  on  any  perjonal ground  :  They  do  not  except  againft  the 
abilities  of  thefe  gentlemen,  or  their  honefty  as  individuals  ;  but 
they  will  not  permit,  either  a  real,  or  zfuppofed  influence ,  to  con- 
trol their  own  actions.  They  will  not  permit  that  the  fandtuary, 
in  which  the  Majefty  of  the  people  of  France  refides,  fhould  be 
polluted  or  impeached  by  any  fufpicion  of  corruption  \  and  they  will 
not  endanger  the  liberties  of  their  country,  by  giving  abfolute  pow- 
er any  motive,  which,  in  the  event  of  things,  may  poffibly  tend  to 
an  abufeoi  tnifl. 

The  opinion  which  Mr.  Burke  endeavours  to  eftablifh  in  his 
elaborate  Reflections  on  the  French  Revolution,  is  the  incompat- 
ibility of  a  truly  popular  government  with  the  human  conftitu- 
tion  :  And  the  fubject  which  affords  him  the  moil  ample  feope 
for  the  difplay  of  his  argumentative  powers,  is  found  in  the  in- 
veftment  of  that  military  rorce  which  is  neceffary  to  the  fupport  of 
all  governments  ;  for  if  that  force  is  trufted  to  the  people  at  large, 
they  may  be  tempted  to  aft  in  their  natural  capacity,  and,  by  de- 
ftroying  or  weakening  the  energy  of  thofe  organs  by  which  regu- 
lar councils  are  held  and  enforced,  induce  a  ftale  of  anarchy. 
And  if  the  fupport  of  the  government  is  made  to  fubfut  in  a  reg- 
ular ftanding  difciplined  body,  under  the  control  of  an  individ- 
ual, that  individual  will  become  the  majler  of  the  people,  and  vio- 
late the  government  he  was  appointed  to  defend. 

Either  the  eftablifhment  or  the  overthrow  of  an  opinion  fo  fa- 
tal to  the  proud  hopes  of  man,  muff  be  left  to  time  and  experi- 
ence ;  fori  am  forry  to  fay,  that  we  have  no  notices  on  which 
we  can  attempt  the  construction  of  an  oppofite  argument.  We 
cannot  venture  to  eftablifh  an  opinion  on  the  ftate  of  a  country 
not  yet  recovered  from  the  convulfive  Struggles  which  every  im- 
portant revolution  muft  occaiion.     We  can  gain  no  light    from 
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hiftory  ;  for  hiftory  furnifhes  no  example  of  any  government  in 
a  large  empire,  which,  in  the  ftricleft  fenfe  of  the  word,  has  fecur- 
ed  to  the  citizen  the  full  enjoyment  of  his  rights.  Some  at- 
tempts indeed  have  been  made  of  this  kind  ;  but  they  have  hith- 
erto failed,  through  the  treachery  of  leaders,  or  by  the  rajh  folly  of 
the  multitude.  But  though  thefe  circumftances  will  prevent 
cautious  perfons  from  giving  a  decided  opinion  on  what  may  be 
the  event  of  things,  yet  they  do  not  fo  benight  the  underftanding 
as  to  deprive  the  mind  of  hope.  They  do  not  prevent  it  from 
feeing  that  the  prefent  complexion  of  things  in  France  has  fome- 
thing  of  a  different  afpeel  from  what  hiftory,  or  the  ftate  of  other 
countries,  prefents  to  our  view.  Inftead  of  that  barbarous  ignor- 
ance, or  that  depravity  of  principle,  which  are  to  be  feen  in  other 
European  States,  and  which  might  reafonably  prevent  the  patriot 
from  bellowing  (if  it  were  in  his  power)  the  full  boon  of  liberty^ 
we  fee  a  people  firm  and  united  in  their  efforts  to  J up  port  their 
rights,  yet  obedient  *  to  the  dictates  of  that  government  which 
they  have  appointed    to  defend  them. 

From  what  can  this  difference  which  fubfifts  between  the 
French  nation  and  other  focieties  arife,  but  in  a  more  general  dif- 
fusion of  knowledge,  and  in  a  principle  of  action  which  confults 
the  public  good,  as  well  as  the  gratifications  ofJelf'P  It  is  the  bufi- 
nefs  of  knowledge  to  teach  men  their  real  intcrejis  ;  and  it  is  to  be 
hoped  it  will  fo  far  prevail  over  that  mijl  which  inordinate  affec- 
tions call  over  the  mind,  as  to  enable  the  French  municipalities 
to  fee,  that  if  they  fo  far  abuje  the  power  with  which  they  have 
been  in vetted  for  the  defence  of  their  rights,  a:  to  gratify  ^private 
paffion  at  the  expenfe  of  the  public  peace,  they  will  induce  a  necejji- 
iy  which  will  lead  to  their  utter  destruction.  It  is  to  be  hoped  alfo, 
that  a  true  fenfe  of  intereft  will  enable  the  army  to  perceive,  that 
the  moment  they  fling  off' the  characler  of  the  citizen,  and  affume  a  con- 
trohng  power  over  their  country,  from  that  moment  they  become 
individually flaves  \  for  the  very  circumftance  in  their  condition 
by  which  this  power  muft  fubfift,  is  a  difcipline  infeparable  to  the 
Jlrifl eft fubor diriation,  and  which  in  #// refpecls  muft  militate  againft 
their  civil  rights.  When  the  Roman  army  was  in  the  very  height 
of  their  power  ;  when  it  was  enabled  to  depofe  and  murder  em- 
perors, and  raife  private  men  to  the  imperial  throne  ;  when  they 
were  enabled  to  ravage  the  empire  at  their  pleafure,  and  exacl  Iar- 
geffes  from  its  fpoils  j  they  were,  in  an  individual  capacity,  the 
greate/l  offizves. 

The  patriot  Frenchman  has  a  profpeft  of  hope  which  never  yet 
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offered  itfelf  to  the  view  of  fociety,  and  that  is  in  the  difinterejiednefs 
of  thofe  councils  to  which  he  has  confided  his  right.  The  repub- 
lican parliament  of  England,  by  their  inordinate  thirft  after  public 
offices,  and  by  ufing  their  power  to  their  own  emolument,  gave  too 
much  room  for  the  fufpicions  of  a  divided  people  to  a£t  in  their 
disfavour  ;  and  it  muft  be  acknowledged,  that  the  interefts  of  felf 
have  been  obferved  to  act  as  much  in  popular  councils  as  in  courts. 
But  the  French  legillature  have  fet,  in  this  point,  an  example  un- 
parellelled  in  the  hiftory  of  man.  To  a  bold  and  enterprifmg  fpirit, 
they  have  united  a  dijinterejlednefs  of  principle  which  has  deprived 
their  enemies  of  every  means  of  oppolition,  but  vain  declamation, 
groundlejs  accufation,  and  impotent  hope.  Long  may  they  con- 
tinue the  admiration  of  the  world  in  thefe  important  particulars  f 
Long  may  they  thus  continue  to  aggrandize  the  character  of  man! 
And  long  may  they  continue  to  deferve  a  monument  of  efteem  on 
the  minds  of  their  fpecies,  which  neither  time,  nor  accident,  nor 
adverje  fortune,  Jhall  be  able  to  efface  \ 

It  cannot  be  denied  that  Mr.  Burke  has  made  a  difplay  of  very 
uncommon  abilities  in  his  attack  on  the   French  Revolution  ;  but 
why  has  he  deigned  to  make  ufe  of  the  mean  arts  of  abufe   as  an 
auxiliary  in  the  conteft  ?  Why  has  he,  by  the  molt  invidious  com- 
parifons,  and  groundlefs  accufations,  endeavoured,  to  roufe  all  na- 
tions and  all  defcriptions  of  men  againft  them,  and  thus  to  crujh 
in  their  ruin  all  the  rights  of  man  ?  Is  the  tendency  of  his  publica- 
tion a  recommendation  to  the  Britifh  government,  to  dragoon  their 
neighbours  into  an  adoption   of  their  own  fyftem  of  policy  ? 
Would  he  recommend  to  the  potentates  of  Europe,   a  renewal 
of  that  wicked  conspiracy  againft  the  rights  of  men,  which  was  plan- 
ned by  Henry  the  fourth  and  his  minifter  Sully,  and  which  was 
only   prevented  from  taking   place  by  the  timely  death  of  that 
monarch  ? — a  plan,  by  which,  through  the  combination  of  power, 
modes  of  government  were  to  be  arbitrarily  impofed   and   fup- 
ported,  and   the  rights  of  confeience  abolilhed.     If  fuch   violent 
councils  were  indeed  to  take  place  of  that  moderation  and  equity 
which  has  hitherto  been  fhewn,  it  would  prove  that  the  forming 
treaties  and  directing  the  force  of  nations  were  but  zV/trufted  to  the 
fecrecy  of  cabinets.     When  we  reflect  that  fuch  dreadful  purpofes 
can  never  be  effected  without   the  effufion  of  oceans  of  blood,  of 
fuch  an    invidious  intention  we  muft   certainly   exculpate  Mr. 
Burke  ;  unlefs,  by  zflrange  modification  ofjympathy,  the  lives  of 
plebeians,  and  thofe  vulgar  characters  which  compofe  the  "/win- 
ijh  multitude"  is  held  at  no  value  in  his  account.     Some  of  Mr. 
Burke's  expreffions,  indeed,   feem   to    warrant  us  in   making 
f^ch  a  fuppofition,  though  we  mad  acknowledge,  that,  in  others, 
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he  appears  to  have  a  concern  for  the  fpiritual,  if  not  for  the 
temporal  happinefs  of  thole  he  defpifes  :  "  Whilft,  fays  he,  the 
wealth  and  pride  of  individuals  at  every  moment  makes  the  man 
of  humble  rank  and  fortune  fenfible  of  his  inferiority,  and  de- 
grades and  vilifies  his  condition  *  ;  it  is  for  the  man  in  humble 
life,  and  to  raife  his  nature,  and  to  put  him  in  mind  of  a  ftate  in 
which  the  privileges  of  opulence  will  ceafe,  when  he  will  bee- 
qual  by  nature,  and  may  be  more  than  equal  by  virtue,  that  this 
portion  of  the  general  wealth  of  his  country  is  employed,  and 
fcncMed." 

If  Mr.  Burke,  in  the  management  of  his  argument,  could  have 
defcended  from  the  lofty  ftrain  of a  poetic  imagination,  to  the  drud- 
gery of  clofe  reafoning,  he  would  have  perceived  the  error  of  de- 
viating from  the  line  of  expediency  into  the  queftion  of  right  ;  for 
when  we  once  give  up  the  point,  that  there  is  an  inherent  right 
attached  to  privileged  perfons  to  make  laws  for  the  community, 
we  cannot  fix  on  any  other  principle  that  will  ftand  the  teft  of 
argument,  but  the  native  and  unalienable  rights  of  man.  For  if 
we  fay  that  lawful  governments  are  formed  on  the  authority  of 
conventions,  it  will  be  afked,  who  gave  thefe  conventions  their  au- 
thority? If  we  grant  that  they  derived  their  authority  from  the 
ajfent  of  the  people,  how  came  the  people,  it  will  be  faid,  to  exert 
fuch  an  authority  at  one  period  of  fociety,  and  not  at  another  ?  If 
we  fay  it  was  necefftty  that  recovered  to  the  focial  man  the  full 
rights  of  his  nature,  it  will  be  afked,  who  is  to  be  the  judge  of  this 
neceffity  r  why  certainly  the  people. 

Thus,  in  every  light  in  which  we  can  place  the  argument,  in 
every  poffible  mode  of  reafoning,  we  fhall  be  driven  back  to  elect 
either  the  firft  or  the  fecond  of  thefe  proportions  j  either  that  an 
individual,  or  fome  privileged  perfons,  have  an  inherent  and  in- 
defeafible  right  to  make  laws  for  the  community,  or  that  this 
authority  refts  in  the  unalienable  and  indefeafible  rights  of 
man. 

That  the  people  have  often  abufed  their  power,  it  muft  be 
granted  ;  for  they  have  ofteny^cn^/themfelves  and  their  pofte- 
rity  to  the  wanton  vjill  of  an  individual,  and  this  is  the  foundation 
of  all  the  regal  tyrannies  which  have  fubfifted  in  fociety  ;  but  no 
abufe  of  their  power  can  take  away  their  right,  becaufe  their  right 
exifls  in  the  very  conjlitution  of  things.  If  the  French  people  there- 
fore fhould  be  fo  capricious  as  to  fling  off  their  new  conftitution, 
and  fubjeel  themfelves  to  more  unequal  forms  of  government,  or 

even 
*  This  is  a  fad  condition,  indeed,  for  "  naked  fln-oer'ing  nature  :"  But 
what  is  tlie  remedy  ?  why,  let  them  refpect  property,  and  feck  "  their  con- 
folation  in  the  final  proportions  of  eternal  juftice."     Vide  Reflections, 
pages  147  and  351. 
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even  to  tyranny,  it  will  be  agreeable  to  the  courfe  of  paft  experi- 
ence :  But  luch  an  exertion  of  power  cannot  injure  their  right  ; 
and  whatever  form  or  complexion  any  future  government  in 
France  may  bear,  it  can  have  no  legitimate  fource,  but  in  the 
will  of  the  people. 

I  am,  my  Lord, 

With  great  efteem  and  refpeft, 

Your  Lordihip's 

Moll  obedient 

Humble 'Servant, 

The  AUTHOR. 
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